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God Bless the Commonplace 


God bless the commonplace! We strain and fret 
Through wearisome and unproductive days 
Striving to carve new destinies and blaze 

A trail through unaccustomed lands. We let 

The feverish years possess us, and forget, 

In our tense seeking for untrodden ways, 
The common heritage. Nor care to raise 

Altars to dear familiar things—and yet 
When shadows lengthen and the busy hum 

Of life falls faintly on half hearing ears, 

With vision dimmed and feeble step we come 

Back to the homely joys of bygone years— 

Love and a hearthstone and a dear, worn face, 
And through our tears we bless the commonplace. 


—Blanche Goodwin, in the Watchman-Examiner. 
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About Folks and Things 


The Sunday-school at Wingate, Indiana, 
Dr. W. D. Samuel pastor, observed a White 
Gifts Christmas, and numerous pledge cards 
were signed in addition to other gifts. This 
school is steadily increasing in attendance 
and interest. 


The annual midyear meeting of the 
women’s mission board of the Western In- 
diana Conference will be held with the 
Lebanon Church, morning and afternoon, 
January 18, with a “rapid fire” program 
that will certainly keep the interest alive. 


Elsewhere we print an account of the re- 
ception of the church at Clayville, R. I., in- 
to the Rhode Island and Massachusetts Con- 
ference. Its pastor is Rev. G. B. Cutler, and 
it is hoped that the organization may do 
much in the coming years to promote the 
interests of the Kingdom. 


Dr. Carlyle Summerbell, of Conneaut, 
Ohio, did the unusual thing—and the wise 
thing—in constructing his own Christmas 
pageant, adapting it particularly to his own 
church and its local talent. The attendance 
was large, and the offering for Russian Re- 
lief was over a hundred dollars. 


Mrs. Dottie Sifrit, whose faithful service 
for almost sixteen years in the mailing de- 
partment of The Christian Publishing As- 
sociation has been greatly appreciated, has 
for a time suffered such a break in her 
health that she is now with her son at 800 
Heyl Avenue, in Columbus, Ohio, slowly im- 
proving. 

Dr. D. A. Long, in spite of the fact that 
he is now a full fourscore years of age, cer- 
tainly began the new year in earnest. On 
the first Sunday of January he preached 
three times in three different churches. The 
increase of the years seems in no wise <0 
diminish his great activity and his fine pul- 
pit ability. 

Forward Movement Superintendent ])eni- 
son is sending out a letter of invitation and 
instructions from his office urging pastors 
and workers of all the churehes near Day- 
ton to be present at the special meetings to 
be held in this city January 20 by the Dr. 
Charles L. Goodell party, of which we speak 
more at length in another column. 

Rev. S. A. Caris, Defiance, Ohio, is to 
have charge of the services at the United 
Brethren Church of that city the first three 
Sabbaths in January, after which he will 
be glad to do some supply work or assist 
in evangelism among our churches. We are 
glad to learn that his health is sufficiently 
improved to permit of this service. 


In our issue last week we spoke of the 
serious illness of Mrs. H. Vernon Winter, 
the wife of one of our best known pastors 
in Kansas. Before the issue had come from 
the press we had received word of Sister 
Winter’s death, she having passed away on 
the day before Christmas, and the funeral 
services having been conducted by Rev. J. 
L. Masters. A short sketch of her life ap- 
pears in this issue, and we are sure that 





many will be praying for Brother Winter 
in his deep sorrow. 

Mrs. Flora R. Hathaway, for fifty-three 
years the loving companion of Rev. Orlaido 
I. Hathaway, passed away at their home in 
Binghamton, N. Y., on January 2. The 
funeral was conducted by Rev. Arthur 
Wright. Brother and Sister Hathaway are 
greatly beloved by the different churches 
where they have labored, and many will 
grieve her loss. 


The Sunday-school Board has just issued 
an attractive wall chart giving the Inter- 
national Standard Sunday-school grading 
points. One of these, together with leaflets 
explaining the standard and giving helps to- 
wards reaching it, should be in every school. 
They may be secured of Mrs. F. E. Bullock, 
C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, Ohio, or from Sun- 
day-school Secretary Hermon Eldredge, 
Erie, Pa. 


The people of the Eastern Indiana Con- 
ference have a great treat in store for them 
in the splendid program which has been pre- 
pared for the meeting of the Quarterly Con- 
ference and “First Young People’s Conven- 
tion” of the conference which will be held 
with the church at Muncie, January 24-26. 
This meeting ought to draw a large delega- 
tion from every church, and especially of 
Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor 
young people and workers. 


In a roundabout way we have just learned 
that the church at Irvington, N. J., has just 
added $500 more to its Near East contribu- 
tions and that its gifts for benevolent pur- 
poses for 1921 will go beyond the $3,000 
mark. This is a great work which Dr. W. 
H. Hainer and his church are doing, with 
still larger outlook for the future. Dr. 
Hainer has been the unusually successful 
pastor of this people for thirty or more 
years. 


The church at Winchester, Va., began a 
series of evangelistic services last Sunday, 
Rev. W. C. Hook, of Norfolk, Va., preach- 
ing on Sunday and Monday; and Rev. J. F. 
Morgan, aiso a pastor at Norfolk, Va., was 
then to take charge of the services and con- 
tinue until the close of the meetings. Dr. 
I. W. Johnson is also assisting, having 
charge of the singing and rendering other 
help. Certainly with such leaders, the 
church will be greatly blessed in these meet- 
ings. 


The church at Westerly, R. I., Rev. B, S. 
Sailer pastor, has a unique plan for putting 
The Christian Missienary into the homes 
of its people. Each member of the mission- 
ary society is asked to add five cents a 
month to her regular dues, which goes to 
cover the cost of subscriptions. These sub- 
scriptions are sent to the Dayton office in 
a bunch by the secretary. This is a logical 
and sensible thing to do. Every church and 
society ought to be working towards some 
definite plan to put our periodicals into 
every home of the membership. 
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We have had the privilege of seeing the 
letter of New Year’s greeting and inspira- 
tion which is being sent by the pastor of 
the church at Covington, Ohio, Rev. William 
A. Freeman, presenting the cause of its 
special foreign mission work. The -church 
for a number of years has been supporting 
Dr. A. D. Woodworth in Japan, and Brother 
Freeman says: “At heart, our Japan pas- 
torate is stronger in Covington than ever 
before. The undertaking is no longer an ex- 
periment.” In all of this great work for its 
foreign pastor, the ever faithful mission see- 


retary of the church, Mr. John H. Killworth,. 


has been a most invaluable helpef. 


The Concord Church, Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence, Rev. J. A. Albright pastor, began its 
series of evangelistic services last Sunday, 
the pastor doing the preaching. The church 
is especially blessed in having as one of its 
most active members, Mr. Roy Benham, an 
unusually fine soloist who took training as 
a director of music at the Winona Song 
Directors’ School last summer. Mr. Ben- 
ham will assist in these meetings and then 
he hopes to devote his entire time to such 
work. The Herald can _ unhesitatingly 
recommend him to any pastor needing such 
a helper, either for individual services or for 
a series of meetings. 


Rev. R. A. Lewis, of Redfield, Iowa, writes 
us of the death of Mrs. Isabel Porter Pitsen- 
barger, who was almost seventy-four years 
of age, and whose family has the unusual 
distinction of having taken The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty from its first copy. Her 
father received the first issue ever published 
of The Herald and was a subscriber for it 
until his death, since which time the paper 
has continued to come uninterruptedly into 
the home of the daughter, who, with her 
husband, was a charter member of the Shi- 
loh Christian Church, of Iowa. She has al- 
ways been a faithful follower of the Master. 


The Herald has just learned that Dr. Roy 
C. Helfenstein, our own Secretary on Evan- 
gelism, is to be with the Federal Council 
Commission on Evangelism in its visit to 
Youngstown, Tuesday, January 17; Colum- 
bus, .Wednesday, the 18th; Cincinnati, 
Thursday, the 19th; and Dayton, Friday, 
the 20th. We have already urged our pas- 
tors and workers to attend the meeting here 
Friday, the 20th, and now we desire to re- 
emphasize eur urging since we learn that 
Dr. Helfenstein, as well as Dr. Goodell, is 
to be present. Dr. Helfenstein comes with 
the inspiration of two great services thrill- 
ing him—the one the great meeting at De- 
fiance College, of which he was the leader; 
and the other the New Year’s Day services 
at his own church at Dover, Delaware, being 
one of the greatest days in his pastoral ex- 
perience. Fifty-six new members were re- 
ceived by his church that day. In his work 
of preparation for this ingathering, Dr. 
Helfenstein had spent many days in per- 
sonal work, in which he had in private led 
forty-five to confess Christ and pledge their 
membership. The Sunday services only 
sealed what already had been done in the 
hearts of these people. 
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The Church in the Present Crisis 


HAT the world is just now in the throes of a crisis is almost 
T universally admitted. To some, it is only the “beginning of 

the end,” the first sign of an approaching cataclysm, at 
which time the Lord himself will return to conquer and rule the 
earth in his physical person. To some, it is a crisis of transition, 
of reawakening, of readjustment. The two viewpoints are as fun- 
damental as they are antithical. The manner in which anyone 
interprets the Bible, reads the history of the past and present, and 
judges the Church and the mission of the Church, depends largely 
upon which one of these two viewpoints dominates his mind. To 
the oné way of thinking, the gospel has no particular word which 
needs to be stressed today differently than in every past generation, 
and the Church dare not conform its message and its service to 
the peculiar needs of every new day. To such minds, the slow 
development which every thoughtful reader must see unfolding it- 
self in the*pages of Scripture, and in the history of the Church 
from the earliest apostles until now, must stop with the threshold 
of the present generation; and—strange as such ideas may seem 
coming from the lips of the ultra orthodox—the Church should in 
this new day depart from its historic spirit and adaptability and sud- 
denly, for the first time in its history, become static in the form 
in which it came to us from the molding of the generation just 
past. To those who hold the other viewpoint, just the reverse of 
all of this is true. To them, the gospel of Jesus Christ has a 
continuity which it is highest heresy to try to break off here and 
now; and the divine power of adaptability which it has shown to 
the needs of every preceding generation must find fulfillment and 
expression in times like these. And just as our own fathers placed 
their emphases in the gospel according to the strain and stress 
of their own day, and worked out their program of religious ac- 
tivities in the measure of their own needs—as did every genera- 
tion before them—so we, too, must remain true to the faith, and 
continue that element of “timeliness” which alone has made Chris- 
tianity the “living gospel” with power to regenerate and recon- 
struct the life of each new day. For each generation can be saved 
only in the terms and formations of its own life. 


Ses those who know him and his books, it is useless to say that 

Dr. William A. Harper, president of Elon College, belongs to 
the latter school of thought. To him, the gospel is the only power 
of salvation whereby the world can be saved; and he clearly sees 
taat the Church can never be the instrument of this saving grace 
so long as it stands aloof from the confusing and threatening strug- 
gles which beset us on every hand. He believes with all his soul 
that the Church must plunge into the midst of the battle wher- 
ever it is thickest, not as a blind contestant beating the wind, to 
its own undoing; but as an intelligent crusader, wielding victory 
and getting glory for itself only as it works quickly, with great 
plasticity, and with sympathetic understanding of the undercur- 
rents of our own day. And of this viewpoint, he has become a 
fearless and forceful exponent. To what extent this is true is 
shown by the titles of his books: “The New Layman for the New 
Time,” “The New Church for the New Time,” and “Reconstructing 
the Church.” And now comes his new volume,* more full-rounded 
in its subject matter than either of the others. He deals in fun- 
damentals, but fundamentals of no speculative sort, but only of 
the most practical kind. Dr. Harper never indulges in hair-split- 
ting discussions, nor gets himself entangled in the theological 

*The Church in the Present Crisis. By William Allen Harper, LL. D. With 


an introduction by Rev. Peter A. Ainslie, D. D. Fleming H. Revell Company, 
$1.75. It may be purchased of The Christian Publishing Association. 





meshes and Scriptural confusion from which so many churchmen 
cannot free themselves. He cuts athwart of it all, and goes di- 
rectly to the heart of the situation. What is the condition of life 
today, how are men sinning and why, and what does the living 
Christ of God want done about it? And if the things Christ would 
like to see done are to be done at all, who will do them if the 
Church does not? And with this intelligent approach, he tackles 
every problem of today in a clear, interesting, convincing manner. 


(PENING this study with a presentation of the duty of the 

Church in this day of crisis, he moves quickly from point to 
point, revealing the basic truths on which the present day must 
be builded, the knightly character of true Christian service, the 
spirit and inclusiveness of the Kingdom, the central command- 
ments of all Scripture, the strategic point held by the home and 
Christian parenthood, and the part which the stewardship of 
money and life must play in the healing of earth’s present woes. 
One must agree with him that— 

The personal view of religion is not wholly satisfying. 
Religion is more than a personal relation of the individual 
soul to-God. It is this, but it is more. It must, to be pure 
and undefiled before God the Father, we have seen, include 
our relation also to our brothermen. Religion is not repre- 
sented by the perpendicular line extending straight up from 
my soul to God. It is triangular, extending from my soul to 
God, from my soul to my brothermen, from them to God. Along 
the sides of this triangle the saving influences of the spiritual 
life may safely travel. 

Christian service is not something apart from and superimposed 
en spirituality; it is only one form of spiritual experience and 
expression, of which there is imperative need that there shall be 
very much larger manifestation in the Church of the future than 
there has been in the Church of the past. Ancient truth is not to 
be surrendered nor changed; but only more clearly perceived and 
stated anew, in a manner which alone makes it intelligible and 
believable to the present generation of educated young people. 
Christ and his salvation are neither to be neglected nor relegated 
to an inferior and inconsequential position; but rather is he and 
his saving power to be thrust to the very forefront with a new 
majesty and a decidedly new and more glorious sweep of victory 
over the activities and interests of mankind. And the Church is 
not to be transposed into a lodge or club, but is to be redeemed 
from a John the Baptist voice crying uncertainly in the wilder- 
ness, “Repent, repent,” and made to conform more than it has to 
the spirit and motive of the Master as he went about among men, 
nealing their sick, feeding their hungry, instructing their minds, 
revealing the dangers and deceitfulness of riches, and laying bare 
the hypocrisy and unscripturalness of literalism and sacerdotalism 
and the emptiness and infidelity of any and all religion apart from 
the everyday life in which it must be lived. 

These are the controlling truths of Dr. Harper’s new book. 
They need to be sounded in every nook and corner of Christendom. 
And The Herald wants to encourage our pastors to read this vol- 
ume and to persuade their thoughtful laymen to do so. It is not 
academic, but easily read and understood. It sets forth briefly, but 
clearly, many principles about which every active church of today 
must be interesting itself. It is a book which deserves wide circu- 
lation and careful study and might we!l be made the basis of many 
sermons and of programs and discussions for men’s classes and 
meetings. A wide use of it in this way among our churches would 
do great guod. The “introduction” written by Dr. Peter Ainslie, 
which deserves fuller comment than space here will allow, adds 
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interest. It is a book of which the Christian Church can rightly 
be proud, and with his other volumes easily places Dr. Harper 
with the two or three most prominent authors the denomination has 


yet produced. 
It Works 


N another page will be found an article by Brother A. M. 
O Hainer in which he gives some figures with reference to the 

size of the universe. They are so vast and incomprehensible 
that one cannot help but feel that it is all purest nonsense, and 
that the astronomers who give these figures know nothing about 
it. It certainly seems that way. And yet when we stop to think, 
we must admit that they must have their facts fairly well in hand; 
for we know that they can tell us to the very minute when the 
sun will rise or set, not only tomorrow, but ten years or a hundred 
years hence; when there will be an eclipse and just where it is 
visible; and a hundred other facts, the correctness of which we 
can test and prove. And inasmuch as these proven facts all are 
dependent upon a knowledge of the movements and distances of the 
various heavenly bodies, they prove that there must be at least 
a working reliability in the astronomers’ estimates of distances. 
In other words, their ideas work. 

And after all, this is the final and supreme test of any theory 
or idea. Does it work? If it does, however strange or absurd it 
may sound, it must be accepted as approximately correct. And it 
is by this supreme test that Christianity must stand or fall. How- 
ever one may theorize about it, and however successful the skeptic 
may be in producing arguments against it, the one incontrovertible 
fact remains that Christianity works. It works in the human 
heart and human life. It transforms the very character of in- 
dividuals, and every condition and relationship of human society; 
and it makes life sweeter and better wherever it is practiced. These 
are the facts which no discerning eye can evade or any honest 
mind deny. And no matter how logical may be the unbeliever’s 
arguments, or how baffling the agnostic’s questions, or how con- 
vincing the critic’s faultfinding, yet just so long as Christianity 
works, just so long as the salvation of Jesus Christ redeems an 
individual from sin, and just so long as the fellowship of Jesus 
Christ strengthens the weak and gives rest to the weary and peace 
to the troubled heart, just that long will men and women believe 
in it and give their lives to telling the story of him through whom 
alone can come these blessings. 


Difficulties of an Editor 


OME of the difficulties which an editor is. up against was indi- 
S cated by a rather amusing incident last month. A great eastern 

journal, which prides itself on its editorial acumen, came out 
in favor of the Four-Power Treaty which had just been adopted 
by the Washington Conference. Its editor declared that a strong 
point in favor of the treaty was that it was so brief and clearly 
worded that it would be impossible for men to differ about its 
meaning. But lo, before the paper bearing that editorial got into 
general circulation, the President himself and our own American 
delegates to the conference had given an exactly opposite interpre- 
tation of certain passages! And as if that were not enough to 
bring confusion upon a poor editor, both the friends and the enemies 
of the treaty have been busy ever since reading different meanings 
into its various phrases! Some of its friends who favor the League 
of Nations want it because Article two is so identical with Article 
ten of the League; and some of its friends who do not favor the 
League of Nations want it because Article two is nothing at all 
like Article ten! And with its enemies, there is the same antithical 
interpretations—depending upon their individual viewpoints or bias. 
Is it any wonder that editors have a hard time pleasing everybody 
when scholarly and sincere men have such honest differences about 
the meaning involved in two short paragraphs? 

And is it any wonder that Christian men and women have honest 
differences of opinion about the interpretation of the Bible—a col- 
lection of sixty-six books, some of them long, and all of them written 
two or three thousand years ago in an Oriental language and set- 
ting foreign to us? Many of them are full of figurative language 
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and Oriental symbolism, and most of them contain much mysticism. 
[s it any wonder that very sincere Christians honestly differ in 
their interpretation of it? If men can not agree on the meaning of 
a carefully written treaty of 250 words, how can they be 
expected to agree on the interpretation of such a marvelous book 
as the Bible? But to each in his own way, it is the Word of God 
carrying light and salvation—and that is the one essential thing. 


Crimes at Church Fairs 


GREAT many people have not seemed to be aware of the 
A fact that when a church fair or bazaar runs any sort of a 
“wheel of fortune” or other game of chance it is violating the 


law—at least this would be true in most States which have laws 
against gambling. The Reform Bulletin, of Albany, N. Y., pro- 
tests against such practices among churches in these words: 

Some people, even church people, do not seem to know what 
gambling is. They think it is wrong to run a gambling wheel 
or to sell lottery tickets and draw out a number from a box by 
which to win a prize, but see no harm in selling chances on a 
raffling scheme by which they dispose of a book, umbrella, vic- 
trola, piano, automobile, etc., but these latter schemes are 
equally a violation of the penal law and of the State consti- 
tution. 

It would seem that surely if the sense of propriety and of com- 
mon refinement do not restrain all Christian organizations from 
rafiling, fish ponds, and other such gambling or near-gambling, 
the respect for the law of the land ought to do so. It is useless 
for Christian people to protest against poker playing down in 
the saloons or betting on the races, just so long as they themselves 
yield to the same gambling spirit and the same love of “getting 
something for nothing” by running such devices in the church build- 
ing—or playing whist or bridge for prizes in their own homes, 
for that matter. It is all alike gambling! The form of the game 
or the kind of prize given—whether it is money, or painted china, 
or candy, or a “booby”’—makes no difference; it is gambling, 
whether it be poker, wheel of fortune, bridge, or the selling of 
“chances” on something or other. It is the element of chance in it 
which makes gambling, and which forms one of the most vicious 
and debasing temptations known to character. 

Every student of the question knows that gambling is only a 
little less damning to men and women than drink, and almost as 
hard to break away from. And that churches and Christian homes 
should deliberately engage in that which encourages it would seem 
unthinkable. It must be that they do so thoughtlessly, and only 
because they have not realized how exceedingly ruinous gambling 
is, or else they do not know what gambling is when they see it. 
In either case, there is certainly a great field here for some very 
kindly but thorough education by pastors and teachers—both as to 
gambling and as to the actual financial, as well as spiritual, draw- 
back of such means of financing a church or anything else that 
is for the welfare of the community. 


A Vital Question 

S the Christian denomination your church? Do you belong to 
[ it? Are you a part of it? Or do you simply belong to some 

little local church somewhere? This is one of the most impor- 
tant questions which you can ask yourself—just how large is your 
church membership? And how actual is it? For the type of your 
own personal life and the very character of your religion, depend 
in no small measure upon these two things. 

In the first place, how actual is your church membership? Is 
it a real thing? Does it make any real and vital difference to 
you? Does it make any real and vital difference to your church? 
Or would your church go along just about the same whether you 
belonged to it or not? And would you go along just the same 
whether you belonged or not? Is yours only a “paper member- 
ship,” that really means nothing to either you or the church? The 
honest answer to those questions will indicate much of the very 
character of your religion. 

In the next place, how large is the church to which you belong? 
Does it extend any further than the bounds of your own com- 
munity? Are you a member of only the local church, or is your 
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membership as wide-extended as the Kingdom? An honest answer 
to these questions will in a very real manner indicate the caliber 
of your Christian life. You will never grow any bigger and your 
Christianity will go no further than the organizations through 
which you function with real and vital interest. Where is your 
limit? 

If you belong only to the local church, it is sure that your life 
will shrink more and more in its ideas and its enjoyments. In 
spite of yourself, you will become little and narrow and selfish as 
you grow older. But if you belong to the denomination, and through 
it to the Federal Council of Churches and the other great Christian 
movements which cover the entire world and embrace all humanity 
in their sympathies and interests—if you really and truly belong 
as a part of it all—there will be a constant expansion of your ideas 
and sympathies, and your life will grow larger and your joy deeper. 
And as you advance in years, you will become greater and finer 
and sweeter in life and in purpose. 
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Now of one thing be very sure, and that is this: You do not 
really belong to the Christian denomination unless you know about 
it, its work and its workers, its fields and their activities, its plans 
and its needs, and the manner in which it is entering into the in- 
terdenominational movements which makes it and makes you an 
integral part of the great Kingdom forces which reach out in their 
service to the uttermost parts of the world. You have no real and 
vital membership in any organization of which you do not have 
much very real and specific knowledge. This is the reason why 
you should buy and read The Christian Annual for 1922. Dr. Bur- 
nett has crowded it full of the very best information about this 
larger denominational life of which you must make yourself an in- 
telligent and real part if you, as a member of the Christian Church, 
ever hope to grow larger and finer in your Christian purposes and 
enjoyment with the coming of the years. 

How large and how real is your actual church membership? The 
answer is a most vital thing to you. 


The Trend of Events 


The President Calls Farmers’ Conference 


Recognizing the desperate straits into which many farmers 
have been brought by present industrial conditions, giving heed 
to the growing unrest among farmers and especially to the in- 
fluence of the agricultural “Bloc” in Congress upon the coming 
elections, President Harding last week issued a call for a farmers’ 
conference to consider the problems of the agricultural districts 
and to seek some sort of solution for them. The President said 
in part: 

No one will pretend that the present conditions could have been 
avoided, but none of us are willing to agree that there ought not to 
be some corrective and constructive steps taken to remedy the se- 
vere hardships under which so important a portion of our productive 
citizenship is struggling. Such a conference might divide 
itself into two parts: one part to give consideration to our present- 
day difficulties, which, though temporary, are serious and need 
effective attention; the other part, a survey of the future in an 
effort to determine upon general policies, having in view the main- 
tenance of production, the greatest possible use and at the same 
time the conservation of our agricultural resources and the more 


important co-ordination of our agricultural, manufacturing, and 
general business interests. 


The Dayton Council of Churches 


The Dayton Council of Churches has just made public a report 
of its work for 1921 which ought to stimulate the organization of 
federated church work in every city. Sixty-nine of the Protestant 
churches of Dayton are now connected with the Council, the activi- 
ties of which are directed by a paid secretary, Rev. Irvin E. Deer. 
This is an increase of twenty-nine churches this last year, a sig- 
nificant index of the growing popularity of such work in this city. 
One of the most needed and most useful functions of such a federa- 
tion of churches is to give both prominence and cohesion to the 
Protestant churches. It furnishes an avenue of approach for any- 
one seeking to reach the entire Protestant body and at the same 
time makes effective the united strength of the Protestant forces 
in the city behind any movement which the churches desire to un- 
dertake. Durirg the year a study was made of the juvenile delin- 
quency in the city, and the information was used to deepen the in- 
terest of the churches in the juvenile problem in their own city. 
Five individual churches were assisted in making a study of their 
local community and the material with which the survey could be 
made was furnished by the Council. On a certain Sunday, the at- 
tendance of every church, including the Roman Catholic churches, 
which co-operated in this movement, was tabulated, with the en- 
couraging discovery that 60,000 persons had attended church on 
that particular Sunday in Dayton. A study of the movie picture 
shows was conducted, several volunteer inspectors have been secured 
to co-operate with the State division of film censorship, and plans 
ére being laid to promote better conditions in the moving picture 
shows here. The Council has been instrumental in bringing a num- 
ber of able speakers to the city, especially in connection with a con- 
ference on social service and in open forums which it has helped to 
promote. It assisted in securing the well-known Dr. S. D. Gordon 


for a series of noonday and evening meetings at the Gospel Center, 
covering three weeks. It has done much to help arouse public 
opinion in support of the Disarmament Conference, to create a 
deeper interest in the Near East and other relief funds, and has 
co-operated with other religious organizations in an effective way. 
Just now it is engaged in pushing a simultaneous evangelistic move- 
ment from which great results are expected. And it has secured 
for the churches a great amount of newspaper publicity, having 
prepared and had published during the year church notices, reports, 
etc., approximating five hundred and twenty-eight columns in our 
local papers. 

Such federated work has become an imperative necessity if Prot- 
estantism is to function with any decided force and effectiveness in 
the affairs of today, and is undoubtedly a first step which should 
be taken by every community in that inevitable evolutionary pro- 
cess which is now working almost everywhere, consciously or un- 
consciously, to forward the union of the followers of Jesus Christ 
into one real positive, effective church. 


‘The Church Undergoing Marvelous Changes 


“When I look back twenty years to the beginning of the recog- 
nition of the social gospel and then hear tonight the great report 
made by the Commission on the Church and Social Service, the 
progress that has been made seems almost miraculous.” So de 
clared Dean Shailer Mathews at the meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Federal Council of Churches in Chicago last month. 
How remarkable is this change which has.taken place in the church 
in the last quarter of a century was indicated in a marked way by 
the program of that meeting. The major part of the program was 
composed of subjects which were formerly almost taboo at any 
church council. Not only was there much said about brotherhood 
sn industry and brotherhood in interracial affairs, but strongest 
emphasis was also laid upon brotherhood among the nations and 
upon the imperative duty which rests on the church to create a 
sentiment within the various nations which will outlaw war and 
make permanent peace possible. One of the most outstanding ad- 
dresses of the entire session was that of Dr. G. Sherwood Eddy, 
in which he said: 

One fact divides humanity today—the great war. The Church 
must now reassert its supra-national character. Two forces are 
contending in the Church today—the divisive and the uniting 
forces. The divisive forces during the last nineteen centuries have 
been an exclusive nationalism and religious sectarianism. The 
Church must overcome both. 

As I return from Europe it is with the conviction that modern 
war as a means of settling international disputes is a monstrous 
moral wrong, and for the following reasons: 4 

1. Because of the inevitable wholesale destruction of human life. 
Ten millions of the flower of the world’s youth lie buried on the 
battle fields of Europe. Besides these, thirty millions of non-com- 
batants have already been killed by those five camp followers of 
modern war—further wars, revolution, hunger, famine, and disease. 

2. Because of the enormous material loss, the waste and de- 
struction of wealth, and the burden of debt left upon the nations, 
which has increased tenfold by the last war. Moreover war mort- 
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gages the future, by the ever senae race for armament. Now 
that Germany is disarmed, Europe has increased its annual ex- 
penditure for war, compared with the pre-war standard, three times. 

38. Because war inevitably engenders hatred, cruelty, reprisals, 
atrocities, and counter atrocities. The propaganda of modern war- 
fare victimizes the people on both sides, and leads to a loss of truth 
and demoralization of victor and vanquished alike. We must be 
told an unbroken stream of enemy atrocities; every unfavorable 
fact about ourselves and our allies must be silenced. 


4. Because modern warfare, as illustrated in the last war, is 
inhuman and unchristian. 


A generation ago the Church faced the moral issue of slavery 
and put an end to it. Today we must face the greater wrong of 
war and find its moral equivalent in peace. To achieve such a 
goal we must have organized permanent co-operation among the 
nations, and in creating the public opinion which will bring this 
about the Church has the supreme part to play. 


Whoever is now neglecting the church because he fancies that 
it is an organization which has to do only with the mystic and 
that it does not exert a positive force in practical affairs, is only 
betraying his own ignorance of what the church of today is. The 
country is full of men who never attend church, but who are its 
harsh critics, who have not yet been made acquainted with the real 
church as it now exists. They are criticizing an organization of 
tome former generation. Their whole conception would be remark- 
ably changed, and the point taken out of their criticisms, by a simple 
recitation of the things which were said and done at this Chicago 
meeting, bearing upon the mission and objectives of the organized 
church of today. 

But fet no one deceive himself into believing, dua because the 
church is interesting itself in these “material” affairs, that it is 
any less zealous and concerned about the spiritual welfare of hu- 
manity also. The Commission on Evangelism and those which have 
to do specifically with the spiritual and missionary interests of the 
church, were never busier than they have been this past year. 
They, too, have been adequately represented not only on the pro- 
grams but in all of the work of the Federal Council, the spiritual 
life being recognized as first and fundamental to all lines of work 
in which the church is engaged. 


The Christian Attitude in Racial Matters Growing 


One of the most hopeful transformations in American life today 
is taking place so unobtrusively that its presence has not yet been 
recognized by many. We refer to the change of attitude that is 
finding its way into the hearts of so many of the Christian men 
and women in the Southland toward the colored race. The past 
few years have witnessed such gatherings of Christian men and 
women of the two races, and especially of women, for conference 
and study of the racial problem as would have been thought im- 
possible only a few years ago. These thoughtful, earnest-hearted 
leaders on both sides candidly recognize the fact that the hostile 
‘spirit between the two races can not continue to grow as it has 
been growing for the past quarter of a century without soon bring- 
ing upon this nation the most disastrous consequences; and they 
clso recognize the fact that the only preventative is for the Chris- 
tian people of both races to get together and find a Christian 
solution. This they are proceeding to do, and already the move- 
ment is bearing excellent fruit. 

Just last month, for instance, the city council of Atlanta, 
Georgia, stimulated by the Ku Klux Klan and other agencies that 
stir up racial feeling, passed an ordinance by a vote of twelve to 
eleven making it a crime for white and colored people to meet 
together in the same church for religious services, or to attend 
the same school. But the Christian Council, an organization of 
the pastors and laymen of the white churches of Atlanta, passed 
a strong resolution against the ordinance and besought the mayor 
to veto it—which.he promptly did. Speaking of the action of the 
city council, the Atlanta Constitution says: 

Such legislation would be a repudiation of every last dollar that 
has been spent and of every life that has been sacrificed in all 
these years by the good people of this country in sending mission- 
aries to Africa. . It is the ne aay of the white race to assist 
2 Ne ‘possible means in making good citizens of the black 


. . The solution of all that is involved in the race 
; seaien would be reached ultimately by applied Christianity, the 
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basis of which is justice and fair treatment, both of which are 
flouted by this action of the council. 


Improvements Promised for the Immigrants at Ellis Island 


The Herald is happy to report that the new Commissioner of 
Immigration, Mr. Robert E. Tod, has just made public plans for 
certain very desirable improvements in the deplorable conditions 
which have maintained at Ellis Island, of which we spoke last 
week. Official interpreters are to meet arriving aliens on board the 
barges which convey them to the Island, and furnish them 
with information during the entire period of detention. Im- 
migrants will no longer be held on the barges, but will 
be taken to commodious receiving rooms while awaiting 
examination. Quite a large room on the ground floor in the 
main building is to be used as a day room for detained women with 
children, with conveniences for the care of children, and both 
mothers and children will have access to recreation and play- 
grounds. Other large rooms with porches overlooking the bay will 
be made available for other immigrants, and other improvements 
will be effected. These changes are in harmony with some which 
have been advised by the “Volunteer Advisory Committee on Im- 
migration,” and approved by Secretary of Labor Davis. Other 
changes advised by the committee are trained workers in charge 
of the mothers and children, separate religious services for all 
classes of immigrants as required, a larger number of welfare 
workers, for both day and night service, and the development of 
a plan for the interchange of permissible information between those 
detained and their friends, and between members of families when 
separated from each other. The outlook is now hopeful, if Chris- 
tian forces continue their interested pressure and appeal, to have 
removed the conditions at Ellis Island which have so discredited 
our nation in the eyes of our newcomers. 


oo 


The anti-lynching bill which was recently introduced into Con- 
gress, is meeting with decided opposition. The attack is centering 
especially upon the proposal to place all lynching and mob cases 
under the jurisdiction of federal rather than State courts. The 
opponents of the bill declare this to be unconstitutional, a violation 
of State rights. And opposition is also raised against the pro- 
vision to impose a fine of $10,000 on counties in which lynchings 
occur, if the county or State officials have been negligent in their 
duties. Christian people everywhere should immediately protest 
against such changes in the bill. It is idle to hope for lynching to 
be suppressed by certain of our States. And inasmuch as the entire 
power of the nation is put forth for the protection and security of 
our citizens when in foreign countries, it is only logical and 
sensible to permit the same Government to give them protection 
when they are at home. The United States has been so disgraced 
in the eyes of the world by her lynchings, that it should take ex- 
treme measures to wipe out the practice. 

| 

One of the first questions asked by a member of the delegation 
from China to the Washington Conference was, “Where can I find 
a Christian Church and Sunday-school.” In China the work of the 
Sunday-school is becoming a great factor in Christian education 
and moral uplift. More than 200,000 are now enrolled in the Sun- 
day-school in China. 

oO 


That all California is not rabid anti-Japanese is proven by the 
fact that the graduating class of the Oakland, California, high 
school recently voted twenty-seven to one in favor of a Japanese 
girl honor student, as class valedictorian. 


There are now 1,023 deaconesses and probationers engaged in 
the deaconess work of the Methodist Church. This movement has 
property in the United States to the value of $12,767,050. Besides 
a vast amount of outside work of various kinds which are done by 
the deaconesses, in which it is estimated that they made 362,000 
calls last year, the hospitals under their management gave free 
treatment, which valued at regular rates, would have cost the re- 
cipients $206,144. 
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of the heavenly bodies from the earli- 

est ages known—with one exception, 
and that is our own earth. Halley and La- 
place over a century ago showed that, when 
compared with records of famous eclipses 
in the days of ancient Greece and Rome, 
we were slowing up in our relative position 
to the moon. This slowing up of the earth 
is only one-eightieth of a second in one 
thousand years. Sir George Darwin pointed 
out some years ago that this can be ac- 
counted for solely by the friction produced 
by the tides, and his theory has recently 
been confirmed by long and careful study 
by three English scientists. 

It may be of interest to know the power 
required to thus slow up the earth is two 
and a half billion horsepower acting continu- 
ously for the entire one thousand years. 

When traveling, we sometimes think the 
earth quite large, but if you were crossing 
Lake Erie and, taking a ruler, chipped from 
its edge a tiny square speck only one-seven 
thousandths of an inch (that is twenty-one 
times smaller than an average human hair, 
and also seven times smaller than the tiny 
Tungsten filament in your twenty-five watt 
Mazda lamp) and throw that tiny cube you 
have cut into the middle of Lake Erie, it 
will represent and nearly correspond in its 
relative size to the whole of Lake Erie as 
our tiny earth is in size relative to our Uni- 
verse Group. Our little Universe Group oc- 
cupies a space of about 15,625 undecillion 
miles—i. e., 15,625 followed by thirty-six 
ciphers. 

As the sun is to nature—Heat, Light, 
Growth—so God is to our higher life, Love, 
Truth, and Life. Let us glance at our sun, 
so constant and unchanging. Its tempera- 
ture is 10,800 degrees Fahrenheit. If the 
sun were put in a balance scale, we would 
need 332,000 earths to even the beam. To 
cross its diameter, one hundred and nine 
earths, placed side by side. To fill its in- 
terior, 1,310 earths. The sun could swallow 
our earth, as the great fish swallowed Jo- 
nah, and our moon could still revolve on its 
full orbit as at present, 238,000 miles from 
us, and still there would be 200,000 miles 
from its orbit to the edge of the sun. 


Let us glance at one of the other stars— 
say Betelgeuse—because of the popular in- 
terest in the recent measuring of it by Pro- 
fessor Michelson of Chicago University. 
Betelgeuse is a giant red star, at the shoul- 
der of the Orion constellation. If it were a 
hollow sphere and the sun were placed in 
its center, then Mercury, Venus, the earth, 
the moon, and Mars could all revolve freely, 
following their present orbits, and yet have 
room to spare—over ten million miles still 
outside of the orbit of Mars. 

Stringing our sun as beads on a necklace, 
we would need three hundred and fifty of 
our suns to reach across the diameter of 
Betelgeuse. Cut Betelgeuse in half, as an 
orange or grapefruit, or rather cut it into 


T tu has been no change in the time 


The Call of the Infinite 


BY REV. A. M. HAINER 


three slices, and one of the thirds would 
hardly slip in between the earth and the 
sun. It is at least 260,000,000 miles in di- 
ameter and one thousand trillion miles from 
the earth and twenty-seven million times as 
big in volume as the sun. It takes light, 
traveling nearly six trillion miles a year, 
over one hundred and fifty years to reach 
the earth-from Betelgeuse when it is near- 
est to us; and “at times it may be more than 
twice this distance away. If one of the 
giant suns were in the place of our sun, it 
would occupy nearly the whole sky and give 
out ten million times more light and heat 
than our sun. 

The temperature of Betelgeuse is only 
about 3,600 degrees Fahrenheit. It is one 
of the cool, red stars—about as hot as we 
now get with the electric furnace. The sun 
is 10,800 Fahrenheit; Sirius, one of the hot 
hydrogen stars, is 18,000 degrees Fahren- 
heit; and Alpha Andromeda, 24,300 degrees. 


unc 
Walking With Christ 
It matters not that day by day 
We journey on an unknown way; 


Or that the path we cannot see, 
If Christ but walks with you and me. 


Long time ago we know he walked 
With simple fisher folks and talked; 
In far-off lands beside the sea, 

So will he walk with you and me. 


- His kindly voice we may not hear, 
But still his promises are dear; 
His loving-kindness full and free 
As when he walked in Galilee. 


We do not need to see the way, 
We do not need our steps to stay; 
For he will lead us, if we will, 
In pastures green, by waters still. 


In times of old when he was near, 
His fisher friends had naught to fear; 
So are we safe if Christ today 
Companions us along the way. 


—Elizabeth Clarke Hardy, in The 
Northwestern Christian Advocate. 
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A handy illustration to show the nearer 
star distances is to tack a piece of white 
paper on the wall, on which make a pinhole 
representing the earth. Five-eights of an 
inch from that make another pinhole to rep- 
resent the moon. Then out on a string nine- 
teen feet from the earth pinhole, put a two- 
inch circle of red paper for the sun. From 
the sun, seven and a half feet put a mark 
for Mercury; and fourteen feet from the 
sun another mark showing Venus, both of 
which are much smaller than the earth in 
real size. Then one hundred feet from the 
sun, a mark three-sixteenths of an inch 
would be Jupiter; and eighty feet farther, 
Saturn, two-sixteenths of an inch. And 360 
feet from the sun, a one-eighth of an 


inch would be Uranus; while 1700 
feet from the sun a_ sixteenth inch 
diameter, Neptune. You are then three 
million miles from the earth. Now think 
of some city about one hundred miles away, 
and in imagination throw out your. string 
to it. The marker there would represent the 
Alpha Centaurus, twenty-five trillion miles 
away—280,000 times as far as the sun is 
from the earth. Go one hundred miles 
farther and there is Sirius, the nearest star 
in our northern latitudes, six trillion miles 
away. Out one thousand miles away from 
the earth pinpoint, we should mark Polaris, 
the North star; and 8,000 miles from you 
would be marked Canopus, the largest of 
the known stars and ten thousand times 
more brilliant than the sun, and twenty mil- 
lion times the distance of the sun from the 
earth. 

Another method for illustration might be 
of interest. Let us go and visit some of our 
nearer neighbors of the sky. A trip to the 
moon would need only a few days~one hun- 
dred and sixty-six—if we traveled by fast 
passenger train, going a mile a minute. A 
trip to the sun would require one hundred 
and seventy-eight years; and the fare, one 
way, (with its rather warm temperature, I 
doubt any return trip) would be $1,860,000. 
Neptune’s visit would require 5,700 years; 
fare, $60,000,000. North Star, 524,000,000 
years and fare five trillion, five hundred 
and twenty billion dollars. Light travels 
that two hundred and seventy-six trillion 
miles in forty-six years. 


Yet we have merely begun our visits and 
explorations—Look out there to great Cano- 
pus, 489 light years away; and then to the 
Nebula of Orion, 660 light years; and to the 
Pleiades, 700 light years distant. Two prom- 
inent astronomers, Mr. H. D. Curtis, of Lick 
Observatory and Mr. H. Shapley, of Mt. 
Wilson, discussed the problem of the dimen- 
sions of the universe at a recent meeting 
of the National Academy of Sciences and 
talked of distances from 30,000 to 300,000 
light years. 


Yet as we look up to the sky on a clear 
and beautiful night, we find that we have 
something which links itself with eternity. 
And altogether they link themselves with 
that inner-consciousness of man which tells 
him that he is not limited to the physical 
being. It is all in harmony with that intui- 
tion of endlessness which haunts every hu- 
man spirit. When we glance at the Milky 
Way, far out on the edge of the dark ocean 
of outer space, with its shining beach of 
stars, we still feel we are a part of the 
great whole—sons of the great God who 
made and keeps it all. 


In the hearts of some men may be the 
“Calling of the Wild”—of the forést, the 
mountain, the sea. But in all men, and 
deeper, is the “Calling of the Infinite”— 
the call of the Father, a call of Infinite 
Love, Truth, and Life, to the child-man; 
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a reminder that the Hand that holds the 
Stars, upholds and leads him; that that 
Hand is always a lifting hand and that that 
call is always a call to something higher, 
better and more complete, and ultimately to 
be perfect as He is Perfect. 

In these days of anxiety, burden, and tur- 
moil, that Father calls to men’s hearts as of 
old He, called to Moses: “Is Jehovah’s hand 
waxed short, that His word shall not come 
to pass?”—(Numbers 2: 23). “I meditate 
on all Thy works, I stretch forth my hands 
unto Thee, my soul thirsteth after Thee,” 
(Ps. 143:5). “In whose hand is the soul 
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of every living thing and the breath of all 
mankind” (Job 12.6). “He telleth the num- 
ber of the stars; He calleth them all by 
their names” (Ps. 147: 4). “The heavens 
are the work of Thy hands; they shall per- 
ish, but thou shalt endure” (Ps. 102: 25). 
“I, Jehovah, have called thee in righteous- 
ness and will hold thy hand and keep thee” 
(Isa. 42:6). “For I, Jehovah, thy God, will 
hold thy hand, saying, fear not, I will keep 
thee” (Isa. 41:18). “And they that turn 
many to righteousness, shall shine as the 
stars, for ever and ever” (Dan. 12: 3). 
Eastport, Maine. 


Having a Good Time 


BY REV. J. VINCENT KNIGHT 


N the fifth chapter of the book of Daniel 
| we find one of the most elaborate feasts 

and dramatic scenes in the whole of the 
Bible. Belshazzar has prepared a great 
feast to thousands of his lords, and a great 
hall rings with a jubilee for the old king. 
There was a sound of revelry by night in 
Babylon, and the great hall is packed to 
the limit with people rollicking, listening 
to the music, and making merry in the most 
godless manner. While in their wild rage 
a hand suddenly appears on the wall. A 
hush is proclaimed, and every eye turns sud- 
denly to the hand that is writing the destiny 
of those who are so forgetful of God. Soon 
the great hall is emptied, and Belshazzar 
is left alone with his thoughts—staring at 
the great sentence on the wall. No words 
of mine can ever picture the seriousness of 
that great hour of calamity as the king tries 
to read those immortal words, “MENE, 
MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.” He and 
all his lords fail. To make the story short, 
Daniel is called forth, reads the writing, 
and leaves the king weeping over the fact 
that he is weighed in the balance, and found 
wanting. Now, try to imagine yourself at 
a feast like that, while we interpret it in 
the light of the modern age. 


What is Belshazzar’s feast? It is the mad 
passion of men for pleasure. Pleasure is 
legitimate, and in itself is not a feast. But 
pleasure becomes Belshazzar’s feast when 
it makes us forget our best selves, and the 
fact that God made us in His own image. 
When we become so infatuated with pleas- 
ure that we mistreat for it, our bodies, 
minds, and souls. It becomes a feast when 
it makes us forget human moralities, and 
God’s standard of moralities. Indulging the 
cravings of the appetite, is nothing less than 
Belshazzar’s feast. Our pleasures make us 
forget those heavenly standards—and the 
result is that 216,000 girls are lost annual- 
ly in this country. Ninety percent of the 
men are tainted with it, and the demand for 
DIVORCE is increasing with leaps and 
bounds. Pleasure becomes a feast of Bel- 
shazzar when it makes us forget God and 
His Kingdom. When worldly pleasures pre- 
dominate the life, the church, Sunday-school, 


and religious activities must go. And when 
the young man or woman falls a victim to 
its prey, praying, reading God’s Word, etc., 
cease and all is sidetracked for pleasure, 
and then it is that pleasure becomes nothing 
less than the king’s feast, and you a sub- 
ject of that wicked king. 

What are some of the pleasures that be- 
come Belshazzar’s feast? We cannot name 
them all, so we name three of the most pop- 
ular. First, the Theater. It is one of the 
greatest gifts of God to man, and no insti- 
tution is more capable of doing good, and 
yet in its present nature it is degrading. 
Its mission is to portray action, thought, 
and word of the world’s great artists, poets, 
and writers. The art of the thing’ is es- 
sentially noble, but God himself must frown 
upon it, since it has been prostituted to meet 
the sensational demands of today. Its low 
standards make it dangerous, and the most 
immoral play makes it most popular, and 
the great menace of most movies has been 
describes as, “all the way to hell and back 
for a dime,” and no one is ever sure of his 
safe return ticket. 


Second, the Dance. What of it? There 
is nothing wrong in the instinct to sway the 
body in harmony with music. It is often 
irresistible, but as it is now used it is a 
recognized way to indulge in feelings we 
would be ashamed to confess. Bargain 
counter stuff is sold cheap because it is 
shopworn from too much handling, and what 
sane mother wants her daughter to be a 
“bargain counter girl,” and sold cheap be- 
cause of too much handling? 


The third and last is the Drink. And what 
of that? It is the very finest wrecking com- 
pany on God’s green earth; but it never has 
and never will do any construction work. 
Cinders are burnt out coals dumped in the 
roads to fill up the mud puddles. Drunkards 
are burnt out men—good for nothing but to 
be cast out and trodden under the foot of 
men. But why continue the list? You can 
figure the others out for yourself on the 
basis that a little of that which burns men 
out, will at least be injurious, and the only 
safe retreat is that of total abstinence. 

And who sits at Belshazzar’s feast? Who 
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goes away with shame, faces blushing, faded 
cheeks, bleared sunken eyes, and counte- 
nance fallen, with a conscience half numbed? 
Think of it! What classes do we find there? 
There are fair young girls who are there 
innocently, and who anticipate no danger 
whatever, for life is all sunrise to them, and 
they are led to the slaughter where they 
are slaughtered by ungodly men and women. 
Then, too, there are fine young men, eager 
for life and innocently seeking for a good 
time. The great white way lures them, and 
all the fellows are there.. Last, but not 
least, may be seen gray-haired men and 
women. They are the “old timers.” Their 
delight is in retailing filthy stuff to the 
young minds, without ever stopping to think 
that all engage in their careless revelry un- 
til the hand-writing appears on the wall. 

Such a feast always ends in tragedy. The 
fact is, that such tragedy always begins, not 
with the condemnation of God, but with the 
pride and boast of men who indulge. The 
tragedy of the prodigal son was not his 
lonely moments with the hogs on the hill, 
but when he said, “Give me my portion of 
the goods.” Tragedy of life begins when we 
first despise the church, mother’s religion, 
and the Kingdom of God. The feast of Bel- 
shazzar always develops cowards, and that 
is tragic. The king trembled, and I wonder 
how many of you would tremble and be 
afraid if God were to step in at the door? 
The biggest coward would no doubt be the 
biggest scoffer. The kingdom may be taken 
from us, for every one of us is a king over 
his body, mind, and soul. If we sin these 
are taken away—the body sickens, the mind 
goes insane, and the soul is lost; for we are 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. 
Are you short weight in the sight of God? 

There is but one conclusion. Let us not 
make of life such a tragedy. Leave the ban- 
quet hall of Belshazzar. Christ calls to an- 
other banquet hall. But you say, “I will 
have to give up all my pleasures to serve 
Christ.” Not so, and I speak from experi- 
ence. No man or woman knows how to have 
a good time without knowing Christ, and 
trying the Christ life. He calls you to a 
banquet hall where all may have a good 
time, and be Christians still. Read the 
story of that last supper. Here the sinner 
is honored, “Friend, come up higher.” Why 
grace for the sinner? Christ loved him, 
that’s all. And He loves you. My chal- 
lenge to you is for immediate decision. 
Where will you spend your time and eter- 
nity? At the feast of Belshazzar, or in 
the great banquet hall of God? If you 
would have the time of your life, fall in 
with the people of God, for there is nothing 
elsewhere that furnishes a feast that will 
last through eternity. 

Raleigh, N. C. 

a 

Let us therefore leave all judgment with 
God, and especially let us abandon the uni- 
form standard; let us recognize psycholog- 
ical difficulties, differences amounting al- 
most to opposing constitutions, and let God 
be judge.—Joseph Parker. 
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Scenes and Impressions in Porto Rico 
BY REV. J. O. ATKINSON, D. D. 


DIARY—PART XI 


UNDAY p. m., September 25.—This has 
been a stormy, rainy afternoon—thun- 
der, lightning, and heavy showers. 

Minton went to talk to a class of Juniors, 
whom Mrs. Barrett gets together and 
teaches Sunday afternoons. (I find that 
good Mrs. Barrett never rests, and works 
harder on Sundays than on any other day of 
the week. I have heard people wonder why 
so many women are nervous. The wonder to 
me is that- more of them are not nervous 
wrecks. If we men worked as incessantly and 


‘carried as many sorts of duties and respon- 


sibilities as they do, we would soon fill up 
the sanitariums—or the insane asylums.) 
Minton found thirteen bright, joyous Jun- 
iors awaiting him, he says, and had a good 
time talking to them. (I wonder what sort 
of a time the Juniors had?) Barrett and I 
had an engagement for the afternoon at an 
outlying station, but we called it off and 
stayed in out of the heavy downpour of 
rain. 


At seven-thirty we went to our splendid 
Christian Church here in Ponce. It is a 
handsome city church edifice of brick and 
cement and would do credit to any of our 
cities in the States. It is modern in build- 
ing and equipment, seats over three hundred 
and the acoustics are fine. Despite the very 
inclement weather, an audience of between 
seventy-five and one hundred were present.- 
They were much interested in their songs and 
sang with zest, reverence, and vigor. Bro. 
Barrett read a Scripture lesson from Gen- 
esis, twenty-eighth chapter, but I could not 
understand a word he said—except now and 
then something about “Yay-Cop.” (That is 
enough to make good old Jacob weep—to 
be called out from Scripture and at the hour 
of worship like that.) Then I tried to 
preach on Jacob’s attitude to God when he 
made the awful discovery that he was face 
to face with God and in God’s house. Prof. 
Juan Rodrigrez acted as my interpreter. We 
were three-quarters of an hour at the busi- 
ness. I had to speak a sentence and then 
wait for Prof. John (that is what Ju-an 
means) to translate it and hand it over in 
his Spanish. Rodrigrez is a fine fellow; 
knows English and speaks it beautifully, 
teaching it, in fact, in the city high school. 
He is a deacon and a leader in our church 
here, and is a fine example of what real 
Christianity can do for a man in making 
him both great and useful. After we were 
through Barrett took the stand and spoke 
for ten minutes. Every ear was strained 
to catch what he was saying. He tells me 
that he felt moved mightily to give an invi- 
tation to those interested in their own sal- 
vation, and who had not previously done so, 
to come forward. He gave the invitation 
not knowing what would happen, and to his 
great joy fifteen came forward and gave 
him their hand. Prof. Juan Rodrigrez act- 
ed as secretary and took their names, The 


hymns of invitation, though I could not un- 
derstand the words, were sung with great 
fervor and reverence, and the interest was 
intense. The services lasted till nearly ten 
o’clock and the people remained, seemingly 
with deepest reverence and desire. As Bar- 
rett finished his appeal I noticed not a few 
in tears as seekers came forward. The reg- 
ular attendants at service—you can always 
tell them in a church—were much affected 
and moved. The spirit of the after-meeting 
was fine, and withal a most inspiring sight. 
Several who came forward were young peo- 
ple of real intelligence and promise. Bro. 


and Sister Barrett were deeply moved as 
they witnessed the scene. No wonder. They 
tell me that most of them were their Sun- 
day-school pupils. Barrett says the invita- 
tion on his part was entirely spontaneous 
and evidently of the Spirit, as no previous 
campaign or solicitations had been carried 
on. These fifteen did not make an open 
confession of Christ, but by going forward 
said, “I want to learn of your Christ. Come 
to my house and teach me of him. I am 
open and ready to receive him as I now un- 
derstand; but want to be taught.” Brother 
Barrett says this is the first step seekers 
take and usually results in all of them com- 
ing into the church. My first Sunday in 
Porto Rico has been a joy. 

Monday, September 26.—I never sleep 
much on Sunday nights and I lived up to 





“Twice Born Folks ’ 


A true story of how a “word in season” turned a life 
BY HERMON ELDREDGE 
Born once, die twice. Born twice, die once—Moody 


E is a preacher now and hundreds of men and women have been called 
H into the light through his faithful ministry. We went to school together 
and “Squib” was the last fellow on this earth that I would have picked out 
for a preacher. He was undersized and homely, and had been “farmed out” 
and mistreated all of his life until, when he first came to our school, he was 
thirteen years old and seemed to be more of an animal than anything else. 
I remember the day when, in a fit of anger, he threw a huge stone at one of 
the boys and we thought at first had killed him. For that we hung Squib up 
by the neck and let him down just before his breath was gone forever. We 
threatened him and tried to frighten him; but he was hated by every one and 
he as cordially hated every boy in the school. 
I met him twenty years afterward—a fine, square-shouldered fellow, loved 
and respected by all who knew him, and preaching the everlasting gospel with 
power down in central Pennsylvania. I was completely taken off my feet to 


learn that this was my old schoolmate. 


and this is what he told me: 


I went to his study the next morning 


“Yes, every man’s hand was against me and my hand was against every 
man’s. I remember that I wanted to kill some of the fellows who had thwarted 
me, and I especially remember once waking from a dream in which I had 
killed a boy I hated and I was paying the penalty on the gallows. 

“Qne day I was in the center of the old room all alone shaking the ashes 
from the old base burner. I was on my knees at it when I heard the latch 
lift and looking up saw the new teacher enter. I turned again to my task and 
in a moment or two, when I had finished it, I somehow seemed to feel, rather 
than to see, the presence of this teacher standing beside me. A feeling came 
over me that something was going to happen. And this is what did happen. 
I felt her hand on my head and heard her voice in my ear as she said: ‘Squib, 
some day God is going to make a great, good man of you.’ 

“That’s all she said; but it was the first great, kind, encouraging word I 
ever recall hearing in my life. Somebody saw something in me worth while! 
Somebody believed in me! And right there and then something rose in me 
which made me square my shoulders and my life and believe what she had 
said. The fashion of my thought and my dreams changed. I secretly cherished 
the thought that I would be a real ‘God’s Man’ some day and I never lost the 
vision. My shoulders squared, my lungs filled, I gave my heart to God in a 
little chapel one night; and although the twenty years have been a big, hard 
pull, yet, God has wonderfully used me and I am happy in His love and service.” 


“aA WORD FITLY SPOKEN IS LIKE APPLES OF GOLD IN PICTURES OF SILVER” 


Think again before you condemn that lad or lassie in your home, your 
school, your Sunday-school, your community. Maybe some day God and you can 


make a great strong soul of him. 
Erie, Pa. 
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my reputation last night. So it was a pleas- 
ure to jump out of bed early this a. m. and 
get busy enough to wear myself out by 
night so that tonight shall make up for both. 
Good and early we were off in Barrett’s 
faithful Ford to Aibonito. My! That is 
one beautiful word in Spanish. They sing 
it off to you in a melodious—“Eye-bone-ay- 
ta.” It i8 about fifty kilometers north of 
Ponce. (Now I wish these people would 
say “miles” and not whirl out “kilometers” 
at me. I am not intending to kill anybody 
I meet, and do not care to be told so every 
time I inquire about a distance here.) The 
journey from Ponce to Aibonito is like trav- 
cling along a string of pearls set with dia- 
monds, emeralds, and sapphires. One does 
not know which to enjoy most, the quaint 
houses and people one passes on the way, the 
marvelous military road over which one 
travels, or the matchless tropical mountain 
scenery that fills one’s soul with bliss and 
sets one’s heart to singing. Passing through 
hanging banana orchards, coffee groves, and 
luxurious sugar cane fields where no frost 
or winter ever bites or wilters, I ask Bar- 
rett what hindered the snakes from thriv- 
ing here and taking the Island. He says 
several years ago the Spaniards imported a 
number of mongoose and turned them loose 
here. What they have done for snakes and 
other poisonous reptiles “is a plenty.” One 
seldom sees a snake now anywhere in all this 
tropical Island. Now a mongoose is a little 
beast about the size of our mink or weasel 
and either hates or loves snakes so savagely 
that he proceeds to clean up the whole breed 
of them. But the mongoose is getting to be 
a pest and something needs to be introduced 
to check or kill him in his ravages! Well, 
did anybody ever! It seems to me they 
ought to build a monument to this mongoose 
-—and instead they are wishing for some- 
thing to eat him! I believe it was Thomas 
Carlyle who wrote somewhere that the curse 
of man was that he had nothing to eat him! 
He would kill and eat and destroy every- 
thing beneath him. And because there was 
nothing above him to eat him—he resorted 
to war with his own kind and so furnished 
food for worms from the body of his broth- 
er whom he had slain in battle. (What 
would Carlyle now say of war and mankind 
were he living since the recent World War?) 

We went up on a high mountain today to 
visit the Methodist rest house and found a 
Disciple minister with his wife resting there. 
These Disciples, Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter, 
are agreeable people. They say that Porto 
Rico’s greatest need now is medical mission- 
aries. They are going to ask their board to 
send them a medical missionary at the earli- 
est possible date. The native doctors will 
not stick to their profession, and will do no 
benevolent or charitable work. There is not 
an American doctor on the Island, unless 
there is one in San Juan. 

The Disciples now have three missionary 
families on the Island, and two single ladies 
who teach in their Sunday-schools. They 
have seventeen organized churches with 860 
members, and about 1,200 in Sunday-school. 
In one of their churches with 180 members, 
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they have twenty-two tithers, and their mis- 
sionaries are now emphasizing tithing and 
are anxious to teach all their converts to 
tithe. Native pastors are weak on taking 
offerings and raising money and have to be 
taught and urged to do so. He would much 
regret to see any denomination now withdraw 
from missionary work here. It would take 
years to readjust and harmonize matters as 
they now are. Each denomination should 
have four or five missionary families here— 
and no more. These can direct the work 
which must be done by native preachers and 
workers. There are not enough native work- 
ers in Porto Rico now; but four or five mis- 
sionaries to each denomination here would 
soon develop a sufficient number of natives 
to do the work. He says there is no fight 
between the churches here, but all are need- 
ed, have the territory well divided, and each 
church has all it can do in saving souls. 

We had a delightful lunch with Bro. and 
Sister Carpenter in this Methodist rest 
home, and invoked blessings upon the Disci- 
ples, upon the Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Baptists, and Brethren who are working to- 
gether and harmoniously to win this beauti- 
ful and sin-soaked Island to Christ. They 
served us fried eggs (What would this world 
be without eggs?), rice, slaw (of cabbage 
and tomatoes), delicious tea, bread, fried 
bananas, and peaches. I like these Carpen- 
ters and put them down in my diary as real 
good Disciples—and wonder if deep in their 
hearts they are not Christians—and deep in 
my own heart if I am really and truly a 
Disciple of him who made all the beauty of 
Porto Rico and all the wonders and glories 
of this present world. 

Elon College, N. C. 


Will You Follow the Star? 
By Ralph W. Peters 


{An editorial in a recent issue of “The De- 
fiance Crescent-News.” Mr. Peters, so well 
known by all friends of Defiance College, is 
interested financially in this periodical as 
well as being its editor.—The Editor.] 


“To get a hearing, the Apostle Paul re- 
sorted to the synagogue when in a Jewish 
community, and to the market place among 
the Greeks. In a modern community the 
place where men go to hear or tell some new 
thing is neither the synagogue nor the mar- 
ket place, but to the daily newspaper.” 


N the foregoing words one writer has 

summarized the effectiveness of the pres- 
ent day press in reaching the people of the 
community and nation. Recognition of that 
truth has led the Christian forces of the 
world to adopt the newspaper as its medium 
for carrying the message of right thinking 
and right living to the mass of humanity 
who need a _ solid foundation for the 
better brand of citizenship. Display adver- 
tising by churches is one of the new develop- 
ments of the age, while the Federal Council 
of Churches and other ecclesiastical bodies 
are maintaining publicity organizations for 
the purpose of supplying the newspapers 
accurate information about the great relig- 
ious movements of the day. . 

At the same time the newspapers them- 
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selves have in many instances taken the 
lead in the movement for better things. And 
it is certainly a fact that in their great 
moral crusades, their editorial support of 
law enforcement, and their fearless revela- 
tion of evil conditions, the newspapers have 
exerted a much more wholesome influence in 
our national life than their critics are will- 
ing to admit. 

These facts explain the appearance on the 
editoral page of the Crescent-News of a “Bi- 
ble Thought for Today.” Joining hands 
with more than four hundred daily news- 
papers in the nation—including such papers 
as the Cincinnati Post, Marion (Ohio) Star, 
Des Moines Capital, Kansas City Star, Ko- 
komo Dispatch, Pittsburgh Press, and others 
of similar reputation and influence—the 
Crescent-News will publish daily a helpful 
and inspiring Bible message in an effort to 
inculcate in the minds of readers a greater 
reverence for the Supreme Ruler and a de- 
sire for better things in government and all 
industrial and social relations. 

The selections will appear at the head of 
the “Today” column, marked by a star, on 
which is inscribed a letter “S” for scripture. 

“And lo, the star which they saw in the 
east went before till it came and stood over 
where the young Child was.” 

Will you follow the star? 


Life Christianized 
By Rev. Clark B. Kershner 

WE talk about religious and secular duties. 

All duties are religious. Every duty 
is something due to God—and unless done 
with reference to Him, it is not rightly done. 
“Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God.” Every follower of Christ has the 
same occupation in life as his Master. 
Christ inspired His disciples with His own 
spirit and sent them out to disciple the na- 
tions. They did not go one to his farm and 
another to his merchandise to fill their lives 
with gain or pleasure or worldly power 
making only now and then some mention of 
the new Kingdom and the great salvation. 
Their one business was to save men. Paul 
had his trade and worked at it—but did not 
permit it to fill his heart and head and life. 
He did not strain every nerve to see how 
many tents he could make and beat his ri- 
val shop. When he said, “One thing I do,” 
the business he referred to was not tent- 
making. Whatever our occupation, we have 
one business in the world, that which was 
Paul’s, that which was Christ’s—the busi- 
ness of saving men. And yet there are 
thousands of laymen of our churches who 
have been members twenty, thirty, forty 
years, who in all this time, so far as they 
know, have never won a soul to Christ. Is 
it too much to say if the churches put forth 
the full power of their membership, they 
could double their membership yearly? What 
if every Christian won a single convert 
every year? Is that too high a standard? 
Can we suppose God is satisfied with any- 
thing less than that? 

Mooreland, Indiana. 
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At Prayer Time 


Ye are the salt of the earth; 
Ye are the light of the world. 


—Matt. 5:18, 14. 
o 


Jesus began his ministry with just such 
values in mind. We recall that he was 
speaking to disciples who were just being 
introduced into their discipleship. Their 
spiritual resources were undeveloped and 
unorganized. Yet Jesus saw in these lives 
a superlative usefulness. 

Our meditation should lead us to consider 
anew that Jesus always maintained this at- 
titude toward his disciples; and that we may 
believe that in the fellowship which we seek 
to have with him, the same attitude con- 
tinues even toward us. It is not that we 
are to be so gratified with the elevation 
that it suggests for our lives, but that we 
may become more aware of the responsi- 
bility that these words place upon our liv- 
ing. 

“Where will you find words of such whip- 
cord,” says a recent writer, “as those which 
he addressed, not to scribes and Pharisees, 
but to people like ourselves who make our 
profession: ‘Ye are the salt of the earth, 
but if the salt have lost his savour. ane 
There is a sense in which life has conserv- 
ing and constructive quality; there is a 
sense in which it is quality-less. There is 
a thrust in the figure; without savour— 


good for nothing. Life may be a light of . 


the world; but if under a bushel, as far 
as its light is concerned, the world is no 
better than if it were not. There is justi- 
fication for the Christian’s petition: 


“Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated Lord to Thee.” 


oO 


Infinite Purpose Eternal, thou who hast 
placed me 

Firm on the grave stones of ages; strong 
my foundation; 

Take me, hand, brain, nerve and sinew and 
use me, yea crush me, 

Grant that I leave to the future some mite 
of my doing 

In trust and forever. 
—Jenkin Lloyd Jones. 


Oo 


But there is something vastly more than 
seeing a value that our own lives may have, 
that these words of Jesus suggest. We must 
also be moved toward others with some- 
thing of the same view of their usefulness. 
All of us have heard of saving men and 
women “as brands from the burning.” But 
that does not seem to be involved in the ob- 
jective of Jesus. He had in mind the reviv- 
ing of vital religion. He was the prophet 
of the higher life. His ideal was the King- 
dom of God. He sought to win men and 
women to this ideal; then he sought to train 
them to win others and to train others that 
ultimately the ideal would become a reality. 
And the basic purpose and passion of our 


Christian effort to stimulate the spiritual 
qualities in others can well remain where 
Jesus placed it. Moments of our personal 
reflection should tend to bring the same 
ideal to our lives; and the resulting. atti- 
tude to others will become rich in its sense 
of values. Then our own life will shine 
more brightly—and perhaps farther. 


oO 


The one and chief concern of our religion 
is to save the world, this actual wild teem- 
ing world. Our religion, however, sees that 
in the long run this will be accomplished 
through men and women who themselves are 
“all out” for this high and difficult business: 
that it takes a soul to move a soul, and 
something more than mere nature, and 
something more than mere good nature to 


(oO 
GOD IS CALLING YOU 


That’s why your soul is sometimes 
restless. 

God calls through discontent. 

Sometimes you'll hear the voice of 
God in the deep agonizing of the 
night. 

Sometimes God calls in the rush 
and roar of the city street. 

Sometimes he calls in the quiet of 
the field with a “still, small voice.” 

God is calling you to be a light in 
the world. 

Men struggling in the darkness of 
ignorance, of sin, of despair, are 
searching for the light—the truth. 

And just as God swung the stars in 
the heavens when the world was 
young, so that men might not stumble 
in the dark, so in these later days he 
is sending illumined souls into the 
world so that they may light the way 
for troubled, tempest-tossed travelers 
on the highways of life. 

God wants you to be a light. 


—Chas. Stelzle. 





dispose men (to quote Mrs. Browning) to 
move even into a cleaner sty. And so the 
Bible, and this quite finally in the message 
of Jesus, comes to the individual, and frank- 
ly confesses that God can save the world 
only through the saving passion of erect and 
sensitive souls—Hutton: The Proposal of 
Jesus. 


oO 


Unto this day Christian men and women 
are to be “cities on hills, lamps uncovered 
by bushels,” salt that has not lost its sa- 
vour. The follower becomes the one sent, 
and it is the believer who must be the pro- 
claimer. Jesus did not seek to get men and 
women to-withdraw from the world, but 
rather sought to put them more vitally into 
it. And that is what the development of 
Christian character should be doing for life 
today. e 


. 
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“Thou must be true thyself 

If thou the truth would teach. 
Thy soul would overflow 

If thou another soul would reach. 
It takes the overflow of heart 

To give the lips full speech.” 


a 


There is an interesting comment that Dr. 
Parker gives to a verse of scripture that is 
not too withdrawn from the thought which 
these words of Jesus bring us. The scrip- 
ture referred to is, “The light of the right- 
eous rejoiceth,” and is found in Proverbs 13: 
9. Dr. Parker says: “By this we are to un- 
derstand that the light of the righteous 
burns joyously, is a very image of gladness 
and rapture. the sun rejoiceth as a giant 
to run his course; * * * The path of 
the just is as a shining light, shining more 
and more unto the perfect day. The light 
of the righteous man is above, it is not of 
his own making, it can never be exhausted. 
* * * God’s blessing is always attached 
to the true light. God himself is light. Je 
sus Christ was the light of the world, and 
Christians are to be lights in their own day 
and generation, reflecting the glory of their 
Master.” 


o 


“Forward, flock of Jesus, 
Salt of all the earth, 
Till each yearning purpose 
Spring to glorious birth: 
Sick, they ask for healing, 
Blind, they grope for day; 
Pour upon the nations 
Wisdom’s loving ray. 
Forward out of terror, 
Leave behind the night; 
Forward through the darkness. 
Forward to the light.” 


oO 


O grant us light, that we may know 
The wisdom thou alone canst give; 

That truth may guide where’er we go, 
And virtue bless where’er we live. 


O grant us light, that we may see 
Where error lurks in human lore, 
And turn our doubting minds to thee, 

And love thy simple word the more. 


O grant us light, that we may learn 
How dead is life from thee apart, 
How sure is joy for all who turn 
To thee an undivided heart. 
—Tuttiett. 
o 


Our Father, we thank thee that thou hast 
called us to share with thee in so notable a 
task as the evangelization of the world, 
Christ must reign over all the nations by the 
glad acceptance of his message and ideals. 
Thou hast honored us with the enterprise of 
bringing this to pass. Expand our thoughts 
in the contemplation of such a glorious serv- 
ice. May we be no longer satisfied with triv- 
ial things. Assist us to be worthy of our 
high calling. May we plan generous things 
for thy Kingdom. And may our Master ap- 
prove our service. Amen.—The Daily Altar. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
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World Conquest 


Missions in the Rhode Island and Massachusetts Conference 


BY WILSON 


RECENT trip through the above- 
A named conference has revealed some 

very interesting things concerning the 
missionary work being done there. We be- 
lieve that in this conference and in several 
of the local churches of the conference, 
plans of missionary work are being carried 
out which might well be of help to other 
conferences and churches. 


First of all I want to mention the confer- 
ence mission secretary. Miss Bessie M. Al- 
den, of Providence, has been working in this 
capacity for several years; and it was a 
real inspiration to see how earnestly and 
how efficiently she was handling the task. 
She is not a figurehead, as are so many 
conference mission secretaries. She is 
working, and working hard, with intelligent, 
workable plans to increase the mission spirit 
in her conference. She arranges an annual 
mission institute. She is now organizing the 
mission group leaders of the various church- 
es under the Forward Movement plan, and 
plans to hold occasional meetings with them. 
Of course she cannot meet the workers often, 
but she keeps in constant touch with them 
through much correspondence. Then she is 
in constant touch with our Foreign Mission 
Office at Dayton, so that we know right 
along just how she is undertaking to inter- 
est the people of her conference. It enables 
us to co-operate more effectively. I believe 
our mission work would be doubled in short 
order if all of our conference mission secre- 
taries would co-operate with headquarters 
and really work their task as Miss Alden 
does. And she is a very busy woman with 
her regular daily task, too. We are glad 
that the number of such good conference 
workers is increasing—but the increase is 
so slow. 


It is interesting to note also that three 
of the churches of the Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts Conference each pays the sal- 
ary of a native pastor in Japan. The three 
are: Franklin Street, Fall River, Mass., Rev. 
E. D. Gilbert, pastor: Providence, R. I., Rev. 
W. G. Sargent, D. D., pastor; and New Bed- 
ford, Rev. H. M. Hainer, pastor. Several 
of the smaller churches are doing equally 
well in proportion to their size. Each of 
these three churches, and I think several 
others of the conference, has their mission 
work thoroughly organized and support the 
work in a systematic way. Each has a 
church budget in which the mission support 
is included, and each provides for an every- 
member canvass and weekly contributions 
to the work. While they do not all have 
their work organized along exactly the same 
lines, the important thing is that it is really 
organized in a workable way. They are 
getting results, and commendable results, 
too. Among other things, these churches 
plan for periods of intensive missionary in- 
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struction at various times during the year 
and this instruction aims at reaching in 
adaptable form every department of the 
church and Sunday-school, so that young 
and old are definitely reached with the mis- 
sionary message and appeal. It is an in- 
spiration to know how thoroughly they are 
undertaking the work. And we believe that 
this planning for definite missionary in- 
struction in the local church is being fol- 
lowed by many more churches than we are 
aware. Why would it not be a good idea 
to send a brief outline of the plan in your 
church to headquarters at Dayton? It 
might be passed on to some one else with 
good results. We are certain that such 
planning will increase missionary interest. 
In this New England trip, it was, in spite 
of a temporary physical handicap, always 
easy to speak, because the audiences proved 
themselves without exception to be good lis- 
teners. There was real missionary interest. 

There is one other thing of unusual in- 
terest which we wish to mention. The Provi- 
dence and Westerly churches have each 
worked out a plan for increasing the num- 
ber of subscribers to The Christian Mission- 
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ary. In the Providence Church every fam- 
ily giving two dollars or more a year to be- 
nevolences receives a copy of the magazine 
free, if they do not already take the same. 
The price of the subscription is paid, not 
out of the benevolent offering given, but out 
of the regular church budget. This church 
believes that our publications should be put 
into the hands of the people by the church, 
if necessary. We now have some eighty sub- 
scriptions to The Christian Missionary from 
the Providence Church. 


The Westerly Church is working up the 
subscription list through its missionary so- 
ciety. Each member is asked, and readily 
agrees, to increase the amount of her month- 
ly dues by five cents a month. This is paid 
into the treasury with the regular dues and 
then the secretary sends us the entire list 
of subscribers, thus eliminating the neces- 
sity of our dealing with each one individual- 
ly, at considerable cost of time and postage. 
It is amazing how many new subscribers 
this church has added to our list by this 
plan. 


Of course the missionary work in this con- 
ference, as in any other, is far from ideal; 
but they have adopted plans and are work- 
ing them with results. This is the secret 
of their missionary interest. 


Woman’s Work 


(Please send items for this department to either Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia 


Craig Helfenstein, Dayton, Ohio.) 


Dates to Remember the Next Three Months 

March 3—The Day of Prayer for Mis- 
sions. 

Date—Of your missionary society meet- 
ing. 

February 1—Local society treasurers to 
remit to conference treasurer. 

March 1—Conference treasurers to remit 
to treasurers of Woman’s Home and For- 
eign Mission Boards. 


PROGRAM OF ACTIVITY 


January-February—Devotion: Signers of 
the Intercessors’ Covenant. 


March—Extension Period: New members. 
New Societies. 


January Program 
NUMBER 6 of the January program, 
“Power of Intercession,” is intended to 
be an original talk on prayer. We do not 
have a leaflet with the title, “Power of In- 
tercession.” 
E. S. P. 


A Letter of Interest to Friends of 
Franklinton : 
We send to you our greetings for this 


holy season, wishing for you and all of your 
friends many divine blessings. 


We have about fifteen more students now 
than we had last year this time, and the 


work is moving along nicely. We are still 
making some improvements. And the water 
in the building has added greatly to the 
comfort of the building. 

The friends have been sending us a num- 
ber of barrels and boxes of goods which 
have greatly benefited the school from a 
financial standpoint, and also a help to some 
of the needy pupils. 

We killed meat enough yesterday to last 
for nearly a year, it is all corned, and put 
away. I am sending you within a card, to 
show you why some of our good friends have 
not been thanked for sending us barrels and 
boxes. If you can possibly locate the donor 
from whom this card was sent, we will thank 
you very much for giving us an opportunity 
to thank them. 


Yours truly, 
W. Geo. AVANT, Dean. 
The card gave the name of sender and 
church, but did not give the conference or 
address of the sender. 


o 


Only to trust, and do our best, and wear 
as smiling a face as may be, for others and 
ourselves.—Robert Louis Stevenson. 


oa 


Love alone is wisdom, love alone is power; 
and where love seems to fail, it is where 
self has stepped between and dulled the po- 
tency of -its rays.—George MacDonald. 
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A Challenge 

HE Forward Movement program is a 

challenge to every member of the Chris- 
tian Church. It is a full-sized challenge to 
every minister and to every conference offi- 
cer. The Christian Church has adopted a 
program that requires every bit of energy, 
talent, service, and giving that it is possible 
for us to give. It needs all of us to accom- 
plish our task. Occasionally we find some 
churches and some pastors that evidently 
do not seem to want a real task. We have 
been unwillingly forced to believe that they 
do not want to do their share of our pro- 
gram for the cause of Christ. Is it not 
strange that any professing Christian in 
these days, in this crisis hour, in this stra- 
tegic time of times for Kingdom things, 
should be contented in doing less than his 
best in service, money, time, and thought? 
Was there ever an hour like this in all his- 
tory for a Christian to make his life, mon- 
ey, and energy, count so much for Christ? 
Is it not the strangest thing that a church 


should not want to do all it can for the- 


Kingdom now, that its aim should be to do 
as little as it can and maintain a semblance 
of respectability? How we wish we were 
better able to help every pastor and church 
that does not already realize the importance 
of doubling their energies. This is no time 
for Christian idleness; no time for the same, 
or less, amount of church activity; no time 
for a denomination, a conference, a church, 
a pastor, a Christian to go. on in the old 
method. It is the time to put forth the 
greatest energy of our being; it is the time 
to be driven back to the secret closet of 
communion; it is the time to enlarge our 
faith and undertake for God as we have 
never planned to do before; it is time to 
read the old Book with closer thought; it is 
time to recognize our stewardship to God; 
it is time to make our church the church 
it ought to be in our community; it is time 
to give more for the Kingdom work; it is 
time to invest more money and talent in 
human lives. 

What is your program? Have you one; 
has your church one? Thank God our peo- 
ple have undertaken a worthy program. 
Are you behind it with all your influence? 
Now is the time. 


Circulating Libraries 


do not see why each conference should 

not start a circulating library for the 
ministers, officers, and laymen. It need not 
be large to begin with. Each one does not 
feel that he can personally own a dozen or 


two more books that he should like to read. 
We are firmly convinced that we must create 
and develop an appetite for reading some 
of the valuable books that Christian work- 
ers should read. ‘ Pres. W. A. Harper’s 
books, also Dr. Martyn Summerbell’s, and 
Dr. O. W. Powers’ should be placed first in 
those circulating libraries, and others added 
along various lines of work. The expense 
then would be very moderate and our work- 
ers could avail themselves of the works by 
our own men and on other lines very read- 
ily. Some person in the conference, per- 
haps the Secretary of Religious Education, 
would be just the person to take this up. 
Let the Religious Education member of the 
conference Forward Movement committee 
bring the attention of this matter to the 
conference. Our leaders and workers need 
to read the great helps that are offered. 
They need to be made available to all at 
reasonable expense. Who knows any better 
way than for the conferences to start mod- 
erate-sized circulating libraries? Who 
knows any better plan than to start such a 
library with the books of our own men as 
the nucleus? 


Making the Groups 


[N forming your congregation into groups 

be sure to take time to do it well. The 
pastor and his Forward Movement commit- 
tee should do it well. Be sure to list all the 
families that lean to your church. Find 
your whole field and begin to work it. Some 
churches at first listed only the families in 
which they had members. They found those 
families to be their force and not their main 
field for service. Be sure to list all the 
families that are inclined to your church; 
those that hold their membership at a dis- 
tance; those that would look to your pastor 
and church in sickness, sorrow, death, mar- 
riage; that would join your church if they 
joined anywhere; those that attend your 
church when they attend church. You see 
the whole aim is to reach your field, the 
folks for whom you are naturally respon- 
sible. It is very important that you take 
time, have several meetings, and make a 
thorough list early. If you have not done 
so, the quicker you do it the better you will 
get at your task. The work of your church 
is not limited to the families in which there 
are some members of your church already. 
That is your force, not your full field of 
service. 

2 


E were privileged to demonstrate the 
Forward Movement plan for building 
up the local church at the Winchester, In- 


ay i 


diana, Church on New Year’s Day. There 
were present, also, representatives from 
the Clear Creek and North White River 
churches. Ministers D. C. Metsker, Peter 
Wasson, Jesse Oren, and A. M. Addington 
were present. 


Securing all the Young People for the 
Christian Endeavor Society 
By Rev. Raymond G. Clark 


(CONVERTING sinners is only a small 

part of the work that every church ought 
to do. Evangelists. have converted people 
and churches have received the converts, but 
aftey the evangelist has left, the church has 
too often failed in giving the new members 
something to do so that they will grow in 
interest and strength. The Christian En- 
deavor society is perhaps the best channel 
through which young men and women can 
express their impressions. After some re- 
vivals our young people have been standing 
on the streets and crying, “No man hath em- 
ployed us.” Because of a lack of Christian 
employment they have literally been com- 
pelled to seek employment elsewhere that is 
not Christian. It is useless to preach “be 
true” and not give a young person a chance 
to be true. Christian Endeavor, with its 
various committees and unlimited activities, 
can give every young person a job to help 
him to become his Father’s child in word and 
in deed. To deny a child activity is to ruin 
the child. Because of a lack of employment 
many a promising boy has left the church; 
it has also caused many a boy to be a crim- 
inal. To “train up a child in the way he 
should go” means more than taking him to 
Sunday-school. It is a great thing to win 
an old sinner to the Kingdom; it is infinitely 
greater to keep the child in the Kingdom. 
In speaking of the child Jesus said, “For 
of such is the Kingdom.” Why not keep 
him in the Kingdom by using him in some 
phase of the Christian Endeavor work? To 
save a child is nobler than to rescue him 
when he is old. There is a great deal of 
truth in the statement, “One former i is worth 
one hundred reformers.” 


A lack of Christian Endeavor work, if the 
young people do remain in the church, is 
likely to produce a weak faith and a false 
conception of Christian duty. Christian En- 
deavor takes the young people at the time 
when they are forming their ideals for life 
and their ideas about the church. Somebody 
has said, “A child’s life depends largely up- 
on the environment thrown around him dur- 
ing his teen age.” Christian Endeavor goes 
a long way toward creating a Christian en- 
vironment and the right conception of Chris- 
tian duty during the critical age. The 
church that carinot hold its young people 
will have a hard time saving the world. 
Christian Endeavor helps to hold and train 
young men and young women in such a way 
that when God calls for MEN they will be 
anxious to reply, “Lead on! We come.” 

Defiance, Ohio. 
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If your heart should thump a little, and your head 
ache very much, 

And your appetite should fail you, and you wake up 
at a touch, 

And if you’re easily startled, and your corns and 
bunions «hurt, 

And your strength has failed a wee bit, and you’re 
unable for a spurt, 

And your rheumatism pains you, and your neuritis 
hurts you, too, 

And your big toe nail grows inward, in spite of all 
that you can do, 

And your teeth should ache most dreadfully, and your 
gout should hurt you “so,” 

You may take it then for granted that your time has 
come to go, 

And the only thing that you can do to escape the 
coming doom, 

Is to make a generous offering and send it in right 


soon. 

And to those who now are well and strong, and al- 
ways wish to be, 

I have this word of counsel, which concerns both 
them and me; 

It is to make an offering, as the church shall say 
they must, 

And then their souls will soar aloft, though their 
gold may turn to dust. 

—JEDEKIAH. 


BROTHER L. D. WILHELM, formerly of 

Industry, Illinois, has changed his place 
of residence, but has not changed his habit 
of giving. He had been in the habit of 
giving to all the calls of the church, and 
his change of residence has not changed 
that habit. He remits for the four regular 
offerings, and also for the Aged ministers’ 
Home and the Christian Orphanage. If ye 
see this example, happy are ye if ye follow 
it. 


EV. R. G. ENGLISH, of Albany, N. Y., 

remits $16.50 from his Sunday-school for 
the Relief Fund, and says, “I am sending 
to you, instead of headquarters, that our de- 
nomination may receive credit.” I am send- 
ing by wire tonight (January 2) to the 
statistician of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, a statement 
of the amount contributed by our folks to 
the several relief funds during the past 
year. The amount is not far from $20,000; 
and if all the money contributed by our 
fclks had been sent through the Secretary’s 
office, the amount would be increased by a 
thousand dollars or more. The money will 
buy as much food for the suffering, no mat- 
ter by what channel it reaches its destina- 
tion, but when the reports are published, and 
our offering seems small, an injustice will 
have been done to some very worthy givers. 


REMITTANCE of thirty dollars comes 
through Mrs. Laura Hines, of Hagers- 
town, Indiana. The letter containing the 
check says, “This amount was contributed 
by Mr. and Mrs. Teeter, to be placed to the 
credit of our Sunday-school or the Relief 
Fund.” Here is a gift that has at least 
four goods in it: 
The good it will do the givers, 
The good it will do the getters, 
The good it will do the Sunday-school, 


The good it will do in its influence upon 
others. 


But few persons will read the account of 
this gift, and not feel a desire to do as much. 
There are a number of persons in almost 


any one of our Sunday-schools who could 
give as much, and have the school credited 
with the gift. . 


HERE is another gift worthy of commen- 

dation and appreciation. The amount 
enclosed was $6.25. One dollar and twen- 
ty-five cents of the amount was to go to 
Franklinton Christian College, (and it has 
gone there) with which to buy a sack of 
fiour. The remittance and the letter are 
from Mrs. Esther E.-Jenkins, of St. Paris, 
Ohio, the letter reading as follows: 


BrovHER BURNETT: 


I am enclosing checks for six dollars and twenty- 
five cents ($6.25) for sack of flour for Franklinton 
College, and to aid at least a little, the Near East. 
My prayer is that many readers of our grand old 
Herald, seeing these requests of Brother Long and 
our -Sunday School Board, may respond nobly, “as 
God -has prospered” us. May he give you strength, 
and still wonderfully bless you in your arduous task 
and labor of love for the Christian Church. Being a 
member of Lost Creek Church, Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence, credit my ‘offering to the church. I do not know 
whether our Sunday-school or church will respond to 
these needs this Christmas or not. T wish they would 
use the treat money, excepting for the small scholars, 
for these worthy calls, and thus enjoy something 
really lasting. 


WE are enrolling a new church. It has 

not yet taken conference membership, 
but it has taken up the regular church 
work. The name of the church is Friendship 
Christian Church. It is located in Darke 
County, Ohio, and was organized last Octo- 
ber, by Rev. S. W. Bennett. The first of- 
fering coming due after the organization of 
this church was for The American Christian 
Convention, and it was taken. The amount 
was $3.25, and at the same time an offering 
of $27.10 was taken for the Near East Re- 
lief Fund. If the old saying that a good 
beginning is half the battle, then this 
church has justified its existence, and proved 
itself worthy of success. Brother Bennett is 
not a novice in the ministry, nor inexperi- 
enced in pastoral service, and if the church 
shall reach the ideals of the New Testament, 
as Brother Bennett has been in the habit of 
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presenting them, it will be a real addition 
to the Kingdom of God. 


HAVE the following letter from a very 

worthy man, an able minister, a faithful 
servant of the church, and one among the 
most efficient conference officers of the de- 
nomination: 


I am enclosing herewith my check for three dollars, 
to be applied as follows: 

$1.00 for one copy of 1922 Christian Annual. 

$2.00 as a small offering for the December collection 
for The American Christian Convention. 

I was not at our church the day they took the 
offering for The American Christian Convention and 
so did not get my pittance in that collection. Here- 
tofore I have been giving all of my offerings through 
the church offerings, of which I had charge. As per- 
haps you know, I have for some years sent for a 
half-dozen Annuals, and if I did not succeed in selling 
them, I gave them where I thought they would be 
appreciated and be of service. For the first time im 
thirty-two years I find myself without any church 
work, either as regular supply, or as regular charge. 
I am at home with wife this year, and have only had 
two calls for supply. This is surely the time in the 
history of our old world, and the Kingdom of our 
Lord, when there is a demand for strong, wellin- 
formed men and women, to go before and lead the 
people in the up-building of the Kingdom that is the 
only salvation for the world. I may be wrong, but 
it looks to me that the world is now in the greatest 
crisis in its history, and the Church of God must not 
fail now. 

Brother Burnett, I am sorry to be left out in this 
time of reckoning, but so it is, and I am trying, by 
faithful living of the things that I have spent thirty- 
two years teaching, so that maybe I will be of some 
use in this time of the need of mankind. 

Thanking you for the inspiration you have been 
to me in your life of self-sacrificing service, I beg to 
remain 

Your brother in Him, 


It seems strange to me that in this day 
of ministerial dearth, one like the author of 
the above letter should not be employed. Do 
our churches want a new gospel? Have they 
outgrown the truth? Have ministers of 
thirty years’ experience no claim upon the 
consideration of the people? Is the church 
afflicted with itching ears? Not long ago a 
church wanted to know where it could find a 
preacher who could fill the pews of its 
church. The answer was that it was not 
the preacher’s job to fill the pews, but to 
fill the pulpit. It is the people’s job to fill 
the pews, not the preacher’s. The preacher 
has a distinct life to live, a distinct work 
to do, and a distinct message to deliver, and 
when that is done, he need not worry about 
the pews. But unless the pews are filled, 
the laity of any congregation had _ better 
look out when it comes to the judgment. 


“The Still Small Voice” 


or 


Elijah’s Flight and Return 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 22, 1922 
1 Kings 19: 1-21 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 
Secretary of Sunday-schools 


Golden Text—I waited patiently for the 
Lord; and he inclined unto me, and heard 
my cry.—Psalms: 40: 1. 

Pluggers and Plodders 

THE Church and the world is full of men 
who are good starters and promoters 

and poor “Keepers-on” when things drag. 


“It’s easy enough to be pleasant 
When life flows on like a song 

But the man worth while 

Is the man who can smile 

When everything goes dead wrong.” 


Keeping step with the band isn’t hard. 
Keeping up the same springy “pep” when 
the band has gone around the corner and 
the martial music has faded in the distance, 
it quite another thing. 

“Being good” during the revival isn’t 
hard. But living the “abundant life” when 
the evangelist and the singer and his song 
have become only a memory is what tries 
a man. 

Going to church on Sunday isn’t hard. 















































But living the sermon and the song in a 
sordid world that cares not for God is what 
tests the souls of men. 

It is easier to be Elijah on Mount Car- 
mel and fight Baal and all his prophets 
than it is to be as true when there is “noth- 
ing doing” but doubt, and to look around 
and see the wicked prosper. 

In fact and in short, it is easier to “plug” 
than to “plod.” It is easier to fight than to 
wait and be uncertain of what is coming 
next. Any soldier will tell you that. It is 
easier to get into action and do things than 
just to wait and wait and wait for the 
“zero hour” and the uncertainty of what 
that all is to mean. 


Elijah Was Just a Man 


And like many another one of us he “grew 
weary in well doing.” He felt that “he had 
done his share” and was entitled to some 
rest and glory. 

A Sunday-school teacher in a class of 
boys or girls has been a good “plugger” and 
tried to make things go, but the steady 
game of “plod” comes along when you don’t 
see results as you think you ought and you 
don’t get the sympathy that you think you 
ought to get and it doesn’t seem that your 
efforts are appreciated by the superintend- 
ent or the pastor or anybody, and then 
you are ready to say with Elijah, “I only 
am left,” and you want to quit—as he did. 
But the Lord God has a vision for him and 
for you. There were seven thousand others 
in the same fix as. Elijah and there are 
seven times seven thousand Sunday-school 
teachers in the world like you are who 
would quit if they had a good chance and 
a good excuse. Don’t quit—just pray. Pray 
for that other forty-nine thousand teachers 
who are in the same way you are and pray 
that they may have a vision of “waiting pa- 
tiently for the Lord” (Golden Text) and 
see if God does not know what He is about 
and if he is not worthy of being trusted 
further than you can see. Any old body 
will believe what he can see. It takes a 
Christian to believe what he cannot see. 
That’s faith. 


“And he came thither unto a cave.” Verse 9. 


Elijah had fled “from the presence of the 
Lord” to Beersheba which was the farthest 
corner of the land. But you can’t get away 
from God. “If I ascend up to heaven—thou 
art there. If I make my bed in hell, thou 
are there. If I take the wings of the morn- 
ing and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea,” still God is there and there is no place 
where he is not. We might as well face 
him right here in our own home town; for 
face him we must wherever we go from Dan 
to Beersheba. 


“And the word of Jehovah came to him.” 
Verse 9. 


The coming of the word of the Lord may 
be a blessing or a curse to us. It depends, 
not on the word, but on us. If we are true, 
it is a great comfort and blessing. If we 
are untrue, it is our accuser. Thou God 
seest me” may mean a great comfort or a 
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great fear to that one who says it. If God 
sees sin and evil intent then it is a terrible 
thing to have him come. If God sees faith 
and good intent then it is a blessing to have 
him come. A man falls into the hands of a 
highwayman and an officer of the law comes 
on the scene. To the robber that officer is 
a cause of great fear. To the man being 
robbed that officer is a cause of great com- 
fort. If the man is right he does not need 
to fear God nor the law. If he is wrong, or 
in a wrong way, as was Elijah, then “con- 
science makes cowards of us all.” 

“Jehovah was not in the wind.” 


“Jehovah was not in the earthquake.” 
“Jehovah was not in the fire.” 


The ways of the Lord are past finding 
out. They are the still small ways filled 
with power and glory. They dwell in a 
sunrise, great, calm, still, and glorious, and 
they dwell in a mother’s love which is still 
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HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, January 16—The Prophet Tri- 
umphant. 1 Kings 18: 41-46, 


Tuesday, January 17—The Prophet De- 
spondent. 1 Kings 19: 1-8. 


Wednesday, January 18—The Prophet 
Encouraged. 1 Kings 19: 9-18. 


Thursday, January 19—Discouraged in 


Service. Num. 11: 10-15. 
Friday, January 20—Unappreciated 
Service. Ezek. 2: 3-7. 


Saturday, January 21—Security in Serv- 
ice. Acts 18: 1-11. 


Sunday, January 22—Our Inspiration 
and Our Help. Psalm 42: 6-11. 
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greater and more mysteriously glorious. 
There is a lot of noise in the world which 
we mistake for progress and the voice of 
God. But God ever works in a quiet, won- 
derful way which we cannot see because our 
eyes are dim, and cannot hear because 
love and light and faith, are the present 
greatest thing in the universe. 

We can see the great World War and 
think that out of it is to come the redemp- 
tion of the earth. But God does not work 
in that way and we are worse off than be- 
fore we gave of our billions and of our 
sons in the awful hell of sacrifice. The 
“still small voice” of peace and righteous- 
ness must make the new heaven and the 
new earth if it is to be made, and the world 
is only beginning to learn that lesson in a 
very real way. : 

War, anarchy, famine, destruction, death 
is the logical sequence. Peace, order, 
plenty, construction, and life is as logical. 

The Lord is the Lord of Peace and not 
of confusion. The silent forces of the earth 
are the most powerful. He works unseen 
in earth and sea and sky and in human 
hearts, but those quiet unseen forces of the 
sun and the sea, the air and the earth, of 
love and light and faith, are the present 
and the eternal silent powers far greater 
than the “earthquake, storm, and fire” 
which may come in a spectacular way, but 
go back to their places to give way to the 
silent forces which are ever at work to cre- 
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ate and to build us and all that we have in 
God’s good way. 

God’s still small voice in your soul is the 
greatest thing in the universe. 


“Yet, will I leave me seven thousand.” Verse 
18. 


God always has a remnant. He is never 
without those who will champion his cause 
and be ready, even unto death, to fight for 
him. 


Elijah thought that he alone was left and 
God made the seven thousand faithful come 
out of the secret places of the earth and 
pass in review before the mind of the 
prophet. 


The Jews tried to kill Jesus and destroy 
all that had to do with the Kingdom of 
God, but God raised him up and multiplied 
his disciples until today the Jew is an out- 
cast in every land. 


They tried to kill Tyndale and the Bible 
he had made by burning him at the stake 
and scattering his ashes in the,river. But 
today Tyndale still lives in three hundred 
million English Bibles, and his “soul goes 
marching on.” 


God always has a remnant. His cause 
will never die. We may grow weary, but 
the Lord God of all the earth is never weary 
and never fails of his own good purpose. 


Elijah’s God still lives. 


“Breathe through the hearts of our desire 
Thy coolness and thy balm. 

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire ; 

Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 
O, still small voice of calm.” 


Erie, Pa. 


A Letter 


HE following letter has been received 

from our Secretary of Sunday-schools, 
Mr. Hermon Eldredge, from Rev. Charles 
V. Vickrey, the General Secretary of the 
Near East Relief—and we hope that its ap- 
peal will reach the hearts of many of our 
readers and encourage them to still larger 
giving for the poor people across the sea: 


My Dear Mr. ELDREDGE: 


Miss Brown has shown me the letter 
which you have been good enough to sign 
to go out to your Christian Sunday-schools. 
I cannot tell you how much we appreciate 
it. 

I want to assure you that it really does 
mean life. During the month of August, I 
saw the dead and the dying in Alexandro- 
pol and Erivan. I have seen the starving 
in other parts of the Near East and if this 
took place in August, one’s imagination 
staggers at the thought of what will occur 
in the winter months unless help comes. 


The American Sunday-schools are saving 
lives by the hundreds and by the thousands. 
I saw the ships that we had loaded with 
American flour in Brooklyn, being unloaded 
at the wharf in Batoum, and the trainloads 
of food bearing our American Relief labels 
going from the dock to the orphanage ware- 
house in Alexandropol. I saw the children fed 
and at one single glance of the eye, I saw 
more than seven thousand of these children, 
most of whom, if not all, would have perished 
had it not been for American relief,-and who 
will perish this winter if the work is not 
continued. These were but a part of the 
one hundred thousand children, to say noth- 








40 (16) 


ing of the mothers and sisters who are exiled 
and destitute in that war-stricken area. 
They are the future leaders of the Near 
East and if American Sunday-schools will 
but continue their present relationship of 
Christian helpfulness and _brotherliness, 
they will do more-to solve the Near Eastern 
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question than all the armies and navies of 
the world can do, important as armies and 
navies may be at times. 

May God bless the Sunday-school children 
of America as they in turn are blessing and 
saving the children of the Near East. 

CHARLES V. VICKREY. 


‘Do Christian Principles Apply to Buying and Selling? 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR JANUARY 22, 1922 
Prov. 20: 10-14; Amos 8:4-6; Luke 6:38 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Secretary of Christian Endeavor 


Program Pointers 


Print for a motto Luke 6:38, l. c. “For the 


measure you deal out to others will be dealt back 
to yourselves.” (Moffatt.) Or Romans 12:17, l. c. 
“Provide things honest in the sight of all men.” 
Have one member of the society discuss the topic, 
“Is it in accord with Christian principles to ask 
more for an article than it is worth, plus a fair 
profit?” Have another member discuss the topic, “Is 
it in accord with Christian principles to seek to buy 
a thing for less than its value, plus a reasonable 
profit to the seller?” Other topics for discussion 
which might prove profitable are, “Some common 
practices in selling which are wrong.” “Some com- 
mon practices in buying which are wrong.’ 

Have some one bring a pair of scales and give an 
object talk on “Honesty in selling and buying.” 


Thoughts on the Theme 
PROVERBS 20:10. The leader would do 
well to read in connection with this les- 
son Lev. 19: 36; Deut. 25: 13-15; Prov. 11: 

1; Ezek. 45:10; Micah 6:10, 11. 


Pieces of metal and weighing machines 
have no moral qualities fixed to them so 
that we know what God means here is, that 
the man who uses one kind of scales and 
one kind of weight, and one kind of measure 
to buy with and another to sell with, he, or 
his act at least, is an abomination to the 
Lord. Remember that while the world may 
call that kind of a man clever, shrewd, a 
keen, successful business man, the Lord 
says, “He is an abomination to me.” This 
word “abomination” is a very strong word. 
It means hateful, detestable, shameful, ab- 
horrent. If you are tempted to take advan- 
tage of any man in buying or selling, re- 
member how such an act looks in the sight 
of God. 

V. 11. Children should be early taught 
to apply Christian principles in their little 
acts of barter and trade. I can remember 
boys who would cheat you out of every- 
thing you possessed if you did not watch 
them. And they thought that it was smart- 
ness and shrewdness. 

V. 14. “It is bad, it is bad, saith the 
buyer; but when he is gone his way, then 
he boasteth.” R. V. 

Men have started false rumors about 
property in order to make it depreciate in 
value that they might get it for less than 
it was worth. This, too, is an abomination 
in the sight of the Lord. Do not the “bulls” 
and “bears” on the stock market come under 
this class? 

Amos 8: 4-6. I cannot imagine why the 
committee choosing these Scripture selec- 
tions should have stopped with the sixth 
verse and not have gone on to the tenth 
verse. The force of the exhortation is lost 
and the thought incomplete unless we read 
on through the tenth verse. There are hun- 


dreds of Americans today who pride them- 
selves on their patriotism and would resent 
most energetically the aspersion that they 
were not loyal Americans, who are veritably 
guilty of doing the very things which will 
in time undermine and destroy our glorious 
republic. See what God said would come 
upon Israel for her profiteering. God’s law 
changes not. Can we not forecast some- 
thing of what will happen to this country 
if its business men continue in the kind of 
practices in which they have been indulg- 
ing? How do you think God looks upon the 
man who in order to raise the price of wheat 
or potatoes hauls carloads of these staples 
of life and dumps them in the river? I was 
riding through the country with a friend not 
long ago, and beside the road at the farm- 
houses as we passed, were baskets of beau- 
tiful apples displayed for sale. My friend 
stopped to buy some of them and found the 
price as high and often higher than in the 
city where he lived. I told him I had dis- 
covered the. same conditions in another State 
and asked if he could account for it. He 
said that commission merchants came out 
into the country and bought the orchard 
crops from these men and left a certain per- 
cent of the fruit with the fruit-grower to 
sell on commission; but with this under- 
standing: he must sell it at a certain figure, 
a figure high enough that it would not fall 
below the price in the city market and if 
that price could not be obtained then let 
the fruit rot on the ground. They must not 
sell below the city market price and they 
must not give away a bushel. Is there need 
of Christian principles in buying and sell- 
ing? It looks as though there was great 
need. But we will never be able to get 
Christian principles applied to buying and 
selling until we get Christian principles in 
the hearts of buyers and sellers; and you 
will never get Christian principles in the 
hearts of buyers and sellers until you can 
get them to enthrone Christ in the heart. 
Eggs have been hitting the price zenith and 
not long ago it was discovered that thou- 
sands of dozens of eggs were broken in the 
handling. And it was reported that the 
handlers were instructed to be as careless as 
possible in order that a scarcity of eggs 
might be reported and the price inflated. 
Vegetables and fruit are left in cars on side- 
tracks to freeze and rot to boost prices. The 
few roll in luxury, while the many suffer. 
These are abominations in the sight of the 
Lord. And not only will the individuals 
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suffer for this, but they will bring down 
the curse of God upon America. 


By Way of Illustration 


It was a beautiful truth which our fore- 
fathers have symbolized, when, in most of 
our old market towns, they have erected a 
market-cross, as if to teach the buyers and 
sellers to rule in their actions, and sanc- 
tify their gf nod by the remembrance of 
the cross.— 


The earnest spirit of business must be met 
and controlled, must be suffused and sancti- 
- by a still more earnest spirit of religion. 

—J. Stoughton, 

“Johnnie,” said a man, winking slyly to 
a dry-goods clerk of his acquaintance, “you 
must give me good measure: your master. is 
not in.” Johnnie looked solemnly into the 
man’s face, and replied, “My Master is al- 
ways in.” Johnnie’s master was the all- 
seeing God. 

It is a universal form of dishonesty to try 
to get goods below their value; and when- 
ever you do that, you undertake to cheat. 
The man who wants to get a thing without 
giving a fair equivalent wants to be dis- 
honest. If it costs to make a hat, and give 
a good living to the man that makes it, and 
a moderate profit to the man that sells it, 
three dollars, and you undertake to buy it 
for two dollars and a half, you undertake 
to cheat half a dollar. If ~~ attempt to 
beat a man down, and to get his goods for 
less than a fair price, you are attempting to 
commit burglary as though you broke into 
his shop to take the things without paying 
for them. There is cheating on both sides 
of the counter, and, generally, less behind it 
than before it. You want a man to build 
you a house for two thousand dollars, a 
house that shall be worth five thousand; and 
what is the result? You teach that man to 
cheat you. You make him dishonest. You 
drive him to the necessity of using poor 
material, and of deceiving you by filling up 
holes with putty, and covering defects with 
paint.—Beec 


There is a Mohammedan tradition, that 
every man who has cheated or defrauded 
another, will appear at the judgment with 
whatever he has fraudulently obtained at- 
on - his neck. What a spectacle that 


How Do’ You Buy Your Money? 


(For Reading or Recitation) 
How do you buy your money? For money is bought 
and sold. ni 
And each man barters himself on earth for his 
silver and shining gold. 
And by the bargain he makes with men the sum of 
his life is told. 


Some buy their coins in a manly way, some buy it 
with honest toil, 

Some pay for their currency here on earth by tilling 
a patch of soil; 

Some buy it with ogun ‘am iron and steel, and 
some with barrels of 


The_evod man bare it from day to day by stvng 

e 

He coins his strength for his children’s needs and 
lives to a simple plan, 

And he keeps some time for the home he makes and 
some for his fellow-man. 


But some men buy it with women’s tears and some 
with a blasted name. 

And some oa barter the joy of life for the fortune 
they hope’ to claim. 

And some are so mad P: - ‘eens of gold that they 
buy it with deeds of sham 


— pa ay buy your money? For money demands 
price, 
And some men think when they purchase coin that 
they mustn’t be over nice. 
But beware of the man who would sell you gold at 
a shameful sacrifice, 
—Edgar A. Guest. 


For Discussion 
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Why is it wrong to seek to buy an article as cheap- 
ly as possible, when that possible is below the cost? 

Name some evidences of lack of Christian prin- 
ciples in buying? 

Name some evidences of the lack of Christian 
principles in selling? 

If a man agrees to deliver certain ggods at a cer- 
tain price and there is a rise in the market should 
he deliver the goods? 

If a man contracts for goods and there is a fall 
in the price should he take the goods or break his 
contract ? 

Is it right to sell an inferior article to a customer 
just because he does not know the difference? 

Is it right to sell an inferior article to a customer, 
leading him to think that it is all right, even though 
you do not tell him so and he does not ask you? 


1028 Garfield Ave., 
Springfield, Ohio. 


Are You Married? 


The Christian Endeavorers of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Florence, Wis., chal- 
lenged the married people in the church to 
a church attendance contest with the unmar- 
ried—the lower age limit of the unmarried 
team being set at twelve years. Who won? 
The unmarried group. Would they win in 
your church? 


Presbyterian Push 

A new pastor came to the Presbyterian 
Church in Monroe, La., a year ago. Though 
the town had 15,000 inhabitants, there were 
no Christian Endeavor societies. The new 
pastor started one and before long it was 
so large that a Junior society was started. 
The latest report shows a membership of 
thirty in the Junior society and one hundred 
and eight in the Senior. Baseball and dra- 
matics are two ideas of recreational ac- 
tivity which have done much for the young 
people of the society. 


Rev. R. H. Gott 


The pall of sadness is again hanging 
heavily over the entire Western Indiana 
Conference. One of her mighty ones has 
fallen beneath the sharp sickle, wielded by 
the grim reaper, Death. 

On Saturday afternoon, December 24, at 
the home of Ellis Biggs, near Brazil, Ind., 
Rev. R. H. Gott died suddenly of heart fail- 
ure. Just a few brief moments of warning 
were allotted, hut enough for that wonder- 
ful man of God to express his entire recon- 
ciliation to the Father’s will, and his readi- 
ness to depart. For the past few days he 
had been engaged in a revival service at the 
Bee Ridge Church, which he was serving as 
pastor. His physical condition, while not 
the best, was yet fairly good; hence his 
death proved a great shock to family and 
friends. 

R. H. Gott was born near Greenville, Ohio, 
August 21, 1852. At his death he was six- 
ty-nine years, four months, and three days 
of age. 

He early came to Indiana, where prac- 
tically his whole life was spent. He began 
his public career as a school-teacher and a 
few years later entered the ministry, fol- 
lowing that calling faithfully until death. 
He served many different churches through- 
out Indiana and Ohio, and always had a 
warm place in the hearts of his parishion- 
ers everywhere. 

Since his ordination and acceptance as a 
minister of the Western Indiana Conference 
at Antioch, in August of 1886, he had at- 
tended every session of the body, and had 
always borne a large share of its burdens. 
For more than twenty years, he had been 
either secretary or assistant, and at the last 
session was elected secretary for the en- 
suing two years. 


His pen has always been a force for good, 
many fine articles being published in The 
Herald and other publications, while his 
field notes have been a source of pleasure 
and information—lo, these many years. 


There are so many fine things that might 
be spoken of in this article, but space will 
not permit. His broad spirit of brotherhood 
must be recognized. He was connected with 
the I. O. R. M. and was held in very high 
esteem by Red Men everywhere. He was 
instrumental in organizing the Councils at 
Mellott and Advance, Indiana, many years 
ago. 
Brief funeral services were conducted in 
the home at Kokomo, Tuesday, after which 





the body was taken to the home of a son, in 
Mellott, where, Wednesday at ten o’clock, 
the funeral proper was held at the Christian 
Church, Rev. W. P. Kibbey, president of the 
conference, in charge. The opening pray- 
er was given by J. F. Gregory; scriptural 
reading, the twenty-third psalm, Rev. O. V. 
Rector; prayer, Rev. Guy Walters; reading 
of the obituary, Rev. O. R. Mason. The 
funeral sermon was by Rev. W. D. Samuel, 
whose text was, “He, being dead, yet speak- 
eth.” A tribute was made by Rev. J. E. 


Featherstone, and the closing prayer by Rev. 
G. R. Van Zant. The music was rendered 
by a male quartet from Mellott, and a solo 
by W. E. Lucas, of Advance. Mrs. C. E. 
Huff presided at the piano. 

The entire service was a most impressive 
one, marked by the high esteem in which 
our brother was held. Many beautiful floral 
tributes, mute evidences of ion were given, 
and comforted the sad hearts of the wife, 
sons, and daughters. 

Thus has ended a glorious, triumphant 
life. He fell at the post of duty—not alone, 
but in the arms of an Infinite Friend, Jesus 
Christ, the Lord. He will be sadly missed 
in his home, his churches, his conference, 
and by the brotherhood at large, because of 
his faithfulness in attendance upon all our 
general meetings, and because of his loyal- 
ty to the Christian Church, and his stanch- 
ness to her principles. His going makes a 
void which must be filled; his work must be 
carried by others now. So let us look up and 
take courage, profiting by the example of his 
worthy life. 

CARRIE BEAVER. 


Rev. Eva M. Winter 


Mrs. Eva Martindale Winter, wife of Rev. 
H. Vernon Winter, was born at Ottawa, 
Franklin County, Kansas, December 21, 
1871, and passed to her reward December 
24, 1921, at her home in Mound Valley, Kan- 
sas, aged fifty years and three days. 

She was the daughter of the late Rev. Eli- 
jah Martindale and a great-granddaughter 
of Abraham Snethen, the bare-footed 
preacher. She was converted at the age of 
ten years and became a member of the 
Christian Church at Mount Pleasant, Cof- 
fey County, Kansas, and has lived a true 
Christian life until called home. 

She was united in marriage to Rev. H. 
Vernon Winter June 3, 1906, at Lincoln, 
Kansas. To this union were born one daugh- 
ter and a son, Esther and Orvan, Esther 
dying in infancy. She was a musician of 
rare talent, having written many hymns. 
She was also a licensed minister of the East- 
ern Kansas Christian Conference. She will 
be greatly missed by her husband, whom she 
assisted in many of his revival meetings. 
Her kind and affectionate disposition can 
never fade from the memory of those who 
knew and loved her. 

Funeral services were conducted by the 
writer December 26, 1921, in the M. E. 
Church. Interment in the Mound Valley 
Cemetery. L. MASTERS. 


Krom the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 
YORK AND CUMBERLAND CONFERENCE 


York, Maine—The Christmas tree and concert at 
the Christian Church were greatly enjoyed by old 
and young. This is the first year for some time 
that a program so elaborate has been attempted and 
they are to be congratulated upon their success, The 
program was chiefly of a musical nature and several 
beautiful exercises were given, about fifteen girls in 
costume taking the prominent parts. Miss Nellie 
Simpson sang a Christmas song in her usual charm- 
ing manner.“ The Christmas tree with its load of 
presents proved to be a happy climax to the evening 
of fun and excitement.—York Transcript. 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 


Clayviile, R. I—In the prettly little town 
of Clayville, R. I., in the old New England 
style, white village church, on December 14, 
1921, a most interesting service was held by 
officials of the Rhode Island and Massachu- 
setts Conference. It was the formal recogni- 
tion by the conference of the organization 
known as the Clayville Church. This church 
building has been in existence since 1851, 


was built by popular subscription, and was 
controlled by three trustees. It was a Chris- 
tian Church, and was presided over by Rev. 
Nelson Luther as preacher, a man of strong 
character, well known and beloved through- 
out all that section of country. His efforts 
mainly had brought about the building and 
organization, and he served the church prac- 
tically all his life, living to a ripe old age. 
The church had never formally acknowl- 
edged itself a member of the conference, al- 
though the Sunday-school has been on record 
for some time past. No preaching service 
has been held regularly for a good many 
years. Recently a few had become interested 
in the work, a pastor was called, and some 
were baptized. So the pastor, Rev. G. B. 
Cutler, of Rockland, R. I, and the new 
members desired that the conference officials 
should go and, in a formal service, recognize 
the church as a member of the conference. 
On December 14, at two p. m., that service 
was held. The president, vice-president, sec- 
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retary, and secretary of education from the 
conference were present. The president, 
Rev. E. J. Bodman, occupied the chair. After 
appropriate opening exercises led by him, 
and words of greeting by the pastor, Mr. 
Bodman spoke of the object of the meeting, 
his pleasure at the interest of the people of 
the town in the work, that they should ask 
for such recognition, and bespeaking their 
further interest in the annual and quarterly 
meetings of the conference, that they might 
feel themselves a part of the general work, 
promised ltelp and interest on the part of 
the conference. Following the opening ex- 
ercises, Dr. W. G. Sargent, of Providence, 
gave an address upon our denominational 
history, standards, and aims, which was 
comprehensive and forceful. At the close 
of this address, the pastor, Rev. Cutler, and 
the deacon, Mr. Orison Cole, were called to 
the platform, and through them, Mr. Bod- 
man welcomed the Clayville Christian 
Church to membership in the conference, 
and also gave the right hand of fellowship 
to the new members of the church, through 
them as the church’s representatives. He 
closed with fitting and graceful expressions 
of greeting and admonition. After singing 
“Blest be the tie that binds,” a communion 
service was administered by President Bod- 
man and Rev. G. B. Cutler, assisted by Rev. 
P. S. Sailer and Dr. Sargent, as deacons. 
“And when they had sung an hymn they 
went out.” An evening service at seven 
p. m. continued the program, Pres. Bodman 
announcing, after urging the people to do all 
they possibly could in support of the work, 
that by vote of the official board of ¢onfer- 
ence, the church was to receive help to the 
extent of fifty dollars a year, with the ex- 
pectation that the New England Convention 
would provide a like sum. The address of 
the evening was delivered by Rev. P. S. 
Sailer, vice-president of conference, on the 
subject of “Our Publications.” He showed 
the value of keeping in touch with all 
branches of the church and work by an anal- 
ogy of the physical being and the church, 
the bones in the hand representing the 
churches; the hand, the conference (twen- 
ty-seven bones in the hand, and in the Rhode 
Island and Massachusetts Conference, twen- 
ty-seven churches) ; one arm, the New Eng- 
land Convention; one arm, The American 
Christian Convention; one body, the whole 
Church; and Christ, the Head..As each bone 
in the hand is essential to usefulness, so is 
each small church valuable to the whole. 
He then spoke of the various systems in the 
body, likening the spread of denominational 
literature to the circulatory system. Natu- 
rally the body would suffer materially and 
fatally, if that were not kept in condition, 
so the necessity is seen in the denomina- 
tional body of circulation of religious lit- 
erature. The two services combined to make 
a memorable occasion in the annals both of 
the little New England church and of the 
conference. The officers left with the feel- 
ing of a most delightful visit and most pleas- 
ant task accomplished, and with a keen hope 
for the future prosperity of the church. 
The officers of the new organization are: 
Pastor, Rev. G. B. Cutler, Rockland, R. I.; 
clerk, Mr. LeRoy Green, Clayville, R. 1.; 
assistant clerk, Miss Mabel Kenney, Clay- 
ville, R. I.; treasurer, Mrs. John Rounds, 
Clayville, R. I.; deacon, Mr. Orison Cole, 
Clayville, R. I.; superintendent Church 
School, Mr. Orison Cole, Clayville, R. I.; 
secretary Church School, Mrs. Chas. Walker, 
Clayville, R. I. Eva H. CHASE, 
Secretary Rhode Island and Massachu- 
setts Conference. 


Pottersvilie, Mass.—At the First Chris- 
tian Church, Sunday morning, there was a 
good attendance. The pastor, Rev. Mr. Gard- 
ner, preached on the theme, “Lessons from 
the Wise Men.” The Christmas music was 
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exceptionally fine. At the Sunday-school, 
a missionary program was held, and an of- 
fering taken for the Near East Relief, which 
amounted to more than seventy dollars. The 
program was fine. 

Assonet, Mass.—The Christmas tree and 
concert of the Christian Sunday-school were 
held Saturday night at the church. An ex- 
cellent program was rendered. After the 
distribution of presents from the well-filled 
tree, the children were served ice cream and 
cake. Saturday afternoon a Christmas party 
was held for the Congregational Sunday- 
school in the church vestry. A Christmas 
tree was denuded with great satisfaction 
to those present, games were enjoyed, and 
sandwiches, cake, and cocoa were served. 


Swansea, Mass.—There was a good at- 
tendance at the morning service in the First 
Christian Church. A Christmas sermon was 
preached by the pastor, Rev. C. B. Hershey. 
After the service the annual election of offi- 
cers for the Sunday-school was held. In the 
evening the annual Christmas concert was 
given. An offering was taken for the Near 
East. The Sunday-school of the First Chris- 
tian Church had an entertainment in the 
vestry on Christmas Eve. Two sets of pic- 
tures were shown for the children on the 
screen, one being the story of Deacon Green 


It’s a Gay Old World 


It’s a gay old world when you’re gay 
And a glad old world when you’re 
glad; 
But whether you play 
Or go toiling away, 
It’s a sad old world when you're sad. 


















It’s a grand old world if you’re great, 
And a mean old world if you’re 
small; 
It’s a world full of hate 
For the foolish who prate 
Of the uselessness of it all. 


It’s a beautiful world to see 
Or it’s dismal in every zone. 
The thing it must be 
In its gloom or its glee 
Depends on yourself alone. 
—The Christian Work. 
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and his flying machine, and the other three 
small boys and snowballs. These were much 
appreciated by the children. An offering 
was taken for the Franklinton College, in 
North Carolina. . 


Portsmouth, N. H., Court Street Church, 
December 28—This historical church has en- 
rolled among its pastors some of the noblest 
men of the denomination, since its organiza- 
tion. The records, which have been so ac- 
curately kept, mention with apparent pride 
Abner Jones, David Millard, Thomas 
Holmes, and others. There are members liv- 
ing who remember Dr. Holmes as he came to 
his first pastorate here in 1850, staying four 
Mrs. A. 
Locke Warden, aged ninety-five, united with 
this church in 1842, under the pastoral la- 
bors of Rev. G. W. Killen. She remembers 
Dr. Holmes and his efficient work. Deacon 
J. A. Rugg, aged eighty-six, who has 
been one of the most influential mem- 
bers for seventy years, and whose mem- 
ory is a_ storehouse of information 
concerning the history of the church, 
remembers Dr. Holmes. My father, Rev. 
G. A. Beebe, who is a member of the Court 
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Street Church, was associated with Dr. 
Holmes at the Christian Biblical Institute, 
taking Dr. Austin Craig’s lectures, and well 
remembers him. Many of the pastors suc- 
ceeding these able men have accomplished 
grand results, perhaps in some respects ex- 
celling them. At present the membership 
feels justly proud of the year which is now 
closing. Dr. L. E. Follansbee, the noted 
Bureau lecturer, came to become pastor in 
November, 1920. His first statement “Place 
this historical old church in line with the 
best” was followed by a twenty dollar offer- 
ing for the A. C. C. The local finances are 
carefully managed, and extensive repairs 
have been made on the church building. Dr. 
Follansbee is in constant demand for lec- 
tures and addresses. The choir, under the 
skillful and efficient leadership of Westly 
Downing is much appreciated. On Christ- 
mas night they gave a cantata that won 
much favorable comment. Our Christmas 
tree and entertainment on December 27, un- 
der the management of the superintendent, 
Herman Caswell, were a great success with 
many presents for the pastor. Mrs. Follans- 
bee was unable to remain with us, having 
to return to their home in Des Moines, Iowa, 
on account of the sickness and death of her 
mother. A special meeting will be held from 
January 8 to 22, in charge of pastor, choir, 
and members.—LIZZIE BEEBE SEAVY. 


ILLINOIS 


Tuscola, January 4—A happy New Year 
to all ye readers of the oldest and very re- 
liable newspaper in the world. I was in my 
pulpit Sunday, January 1, for the first. 
Though my body was weak, I was glad to 
give my audiences a New Year’s message. 
The attendance was very good. President 
G. W. Rippey is putting on a program for 
service in the Central Illinois Conference 
this coming year. I understand he will visit 
every church and help start the plan—a 
beautiful step forward. We need some get- 
together meetings in the year to plan largely 
for greater and better things. Pray for 
us. My physical weakness is much against 
me for work.—HOEL. 


Noble, December 31—The protracted ef- 
fort for winning souls for Christ at Freedom 
Christian Church, Southern Wabash Illinois 
Conference, closed Tuesday night, December 
27. with twenty-two conversions and renew- 
als. Outside of a few inclement evenings, 
an immense crowd listened each night with 
intense interest. In addition to the increase 
of membership, the church feels a general 
desire for renewed activity. Never was 
greater respect or more hearty co-operation 
shown than was given Brother Price as he 
labored each day and night with the un- 
saved. Bro. Price conducted the meeting 
alone, except for a visit of Bro. Brock, who 
attended the meeting several days and ren- 
dered some active service. We were visited 
by Bro. Tracey, and also by Bro. Blakley of 
the U. B. Conference.—Mrs. HARLEY FRy- 
MAN. 

INDIANA 


Farmland, January 2—The Eastern Indi- 
ana Christian Quarterly Conference, and 
Young People’s Convention is to be held with 
the First Christian Church, Muncie, Ind., 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, Janu- 
ary 24, 25, and 26, 1922. This, the first 
Young People’s Convention or Congress of 
the Eastern Indiana Christian Conference, 
we believe will meet the needs of the hour 
with great success, and we earnestly plead 
that all churches, Sunday-schools, and 
Christian Endeavor societies in our confer- 
ence will be fully represented. Thursday 
is a special day for Young People’s Confer- 
ences, and we urge that officers and leaders 
of Christian Endeavor and young people’s 
classes be present. In addition to the able 
speakers of our own conference, Rev. War- 
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ren H. Denison, D. D., Superintendent of 
the Forward Movement of the Christian 
Church; Mrs. Fred Bullock, Superintendent 
of the Children’s Division; Dr. W. S. 
Alexander, President of Union Christian 
College; Dean Thos. J. Breitwiesser, of the 
State Normal College, Muncie, Ind.; H. A. 
Pettijohn, Bible teacher for boys, Y. M. C. 
A., Muncie; Miss Rennie S. Smith, Secretary 
of the Y. W. C. A., Muncie, will be on the 
platform. We extend a cordial invitation to 
all_—A. B. THORNBURG, Secretary. 


Fort Wayne, Jan. 2—Our pastor, Rev. 
Samuel Frantz, closed the revival services 
with the Dunfee Church, Eel River Chris- 
tian Conference, December 19, with thirteen 
accessions and membership greatly revived. 
Organized a Ladies’ Aid society of twenty- 
seven members, who are now busy at work. 
The singing during the revival was led by 
Wm. Welsheimer, of the Methodist Church. 
The Sunday-school is moving along nicely 
with Sister Mazie Oser as superintendent. 
The Endeavor society of young people is 
fine and is working for the Kingdom. With 
new courage and hope we shall go forward. 
—Mrs. SADIE FORSYTHE, Church Clerk. 


Hedrick—Our revival here began with a 
watch night meeting. A splendid program 
was rendered, and a lap supper was served. 
Instrumental music was a special feature 
of the program. Forty persons were present 
and the sweetest spirit of fellowship per- 
vaded this happy social hour. Again our 
minds and hearts reverted from the physical 
to the spiritual and in the last hours of the 
old year we had a regular revival of song, 
prayer, and a sermon from the text, Phil. 
38:18, 14, closing with a farewell to the 
old and a welcome to the new. With the 
ringing of the bell we stepped over the 
threshold of 1921 into 1922. The outlook is 
good for a great meeting. There is much 
ground to be possessed. Pray for us.—DEK. 
JuDY, Pastor-evangelist. 


Huntington, January 2—The Sunday- 
school of the Majenica Christian Church 
gave a fine program on Christmas Eve. The 
house was filled long before the hour to be- 
gin. When Santa came and began to dis- 
tribute the packages, the little people were 
very happy indeed. Rev. John Forsythe, of 
Raymond, Ohio, accepted a call to Majenica 
and became pastor December 4 for full time, 
and now is in the work in earnest. May the 
Lord come to Majenica in might and power. 
The church is praying for its pastor and 
for an old-fashioned revival with Christ en- 
throned in every member’s heart, and suc- 
cess is sure. Will not each ex-pastor of 
Majenica pray that the Lord smile on the 
work here. The men’s class presented its 
humble teacher (the scribe) with a diction- 
ary of the Bible. May the blessing of the 


Babe of Bethlehem be with you all—Wmn. 
H. PORMAN. 


Advance, December 29—The work at Ad- 
vance and Linnsburg is progressing very 
nicely. The meeting which closed at Ad- 
vance a few weeks ago proved a wonderful 
blessing to church and community. We are 
expecting to begin our meeting at Linnsburg 
January 3. W. E. Lucas, of Advance, will 
have charge of the singing. Mr. Lucas is a 
very able leader in song and can put life into 
the meeting. He knows how to select the 
song so as to meet the demand of the hour. 
On Christmas Eve the people of the Ad- 
vance Church surprised the pastor and his 
wife by coming to the parsonage in a body, 
bringing with them a quantity of provisions 
and useful articles. It was very much ap- 
preciated, not alone for its value in dollars. 
The spirit of the gift means a great deal 
more to the pastor than the money value. We 
have labored with this people well into six 
years and the work has moved steadily for- 
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ward. The pastor does not claim the honor 
for the progress of the work. Without the 
untiring efforts of the laity it would have 
been impossible. We attended the funeral 
services of Rev. R. H. Gott at Mellott, De- 
cember 28. Rev. Kibbey had charge of the 
services and Dr. Samuel, of Wingate, Ind., 
preached the sermon, taking his text from 
Heb. 11: 4, last clause. He brought the great 
congregation face to face with their mis- 
sion in life and the Christ whom some day we 
must meet and pay tribute and respect. The 
Western Indiana Conference suffers the loss 
of its oldest member and one of its most 
faithful men.—O. V. REcTor, Pastor. 


NEW YORK 


Cranberry Creek—The Christian Church, 
Sunday-school, and Junior Endeavor society, 
gave one of the best entertainments Christ- 
mas Eve ever given in this place, to a large 
and appreciative audience. All the children 
received presents. The offering was for the 
Near East Relief. Everybody seemed satis- 
fied and happy. One of our young men, 
whom I immersed and received into the 
church last September, has expressed his 
desire to enter the Christian ministry and 
become a minister of our denomination. May 
the way open for this sixteen-year-old youth, 
is the prayer and wish of the writer.—J. H. 
CLARK. 


Otego—The Christian Church, of Otego, 
N. Y., held its annual fellowship and busi- 
ness meeting Saturday, December 11, 1921. 
The services commenced with a children’s 
meeting at 11:00 a. m. Mrs. Deevendorf 
gave the children an interesting talk on 
“Jesus Lighting Human Lives.” She illus- 
trated the subject by using one large can- 
dle and many small ones. The ladies of the 
church served dinner at the parsonage. Then 
at 2:00 p. m. there were devotional exer- 
cises, roll call, and reports from the various 
organizations connected with the church! 
The finances of the church were shown to 
be on a sound basis. The Sunday-school re- 
port showed an attendance for the year of 
1,195, being an average of over twenty-sev- 
en per Sunday for scholars, or adding teach- 
ers, officers, and visitors, it made the total 
attendance 1558, or an average per Sunday 
of thirty-five. The amount of money raised 
was $60.88. There was also a separate re- 
port from the four organized classes, show- 
ing special studies taken up and consider- 
able amounts raised for benevolent work at 
home and abroad. The Ladies’ Aid and mis- 
sionary society also reported twenty active 
members and four honorary members with a 
general attendance averaging forty. The 
amount paid to foreign missions for the year 
was twenty-five dollars. The amount con- 
tributed from the treasury towards pastor’s 
salary was sixty dollars, leaving a good bal- 
ance in the treasury. The officers elected for 
the coming year were: Church clerk, E. M. 
Hamilton; trustee for three years, Wilmer 
Harris; secretary and treasurer of current 
expense and benevolent account, Miss Susie 
Hathaway. At Christmas time a very fine 
cantata was rendered by a group of young 
people. The pastor and organist were 
faithfully remembered. The pastor has been 
requested to remain another year.—EDWARD 
FRANCIS, Pastor. 


OHIO 


Conneaut, January 3—We had a holiday 
pageant at Conneaut. The minister had 
two ideas; one to make a special effort to 
get men, the other to construct a pageant 
with the help of others. The pageant was 
constructed for our church building and lo- 
cal talent, especially suggested by the Pas- 
sion Play of Oberammergau, which the 
writer, with his father, saw in 1910. It was 
adopted by the Sunday-school leaders en- 
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IN THE 


Christian Annual for 1922 


YOU WILL FIND— 


An editorial on Records and Statistics. 

The names and post-office addresses 
of the officers of The American 
Christian Convention. 

The names and post-office addresses of 
all the Commissions and Commit- 
tees. 

The names and post-office addresses of 
the officers of the Woman’s Boards 
for Home and for Foreign Missions. 

The Year’s Advance, by President 
Coffin. 


The President’s Address to the several 


, 
’ 
‘ 
‘ 
’ 
‘ 
‘ 
' 
' 
Boards of the Convention in joint 
session. 
A synopsis of the proceedings of the 
several Boards of the Convention. 
Brief history of the Regional Conven- 
tions, and the names and post-effice 


addresses of the officers. 


Directory of all our State organiza- 
tions. 

Directory of all our colleges. 

Denominational Objective and Appeal, 
by the committee appointed by the 
Board of Church Polity. 

Departmental reports of all the de- 
partments of the Convention. 

The Forward Movement, with names 
and post-office addresses of confer- 
ence committees. 

History of dedications, rededications, 
ordinations, deaths, and licentiate 
members received during 1921. 

A number of likenesses of men, 
churches, and parsonages. 

Directory of the Chautauqua and 
School of Methods. 

The usual Conference reports. 

Tables giving the receipts for the year 
of the Convention, and its depart- 
ments. 

A comparative table of 1921 and 1922. 

The location of churches, whether in 
village, country, or city. 

The names and post-office addresses of 
all our preachers. 

_A table showing the full amount re- 
ceived for all the benevolenees of the 
church during 1921. 

Miscellaneous matter of great value to 
our churches, clerks, and pastors, 
including Aged Ministers’ Home, 
Christian Orphanage, etc. 

The price is $1.00 per copy, postpaid. 

Send orders to 


The Christian Publishing Ass’n 
FIFTH AND LUDLOW STS. 
DAYTON, OHIO 
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thusiastically, and given Christmas night to 
a record-breaking crowd, probably 500 to 
600; and over $100 was received for Rus- 
sian relief. Mrs. F. L. Stevens was general 
manager and gave untiring efforts to its pro- 
duction, which compared fayorably with 
pageants given in Cleveland, it is said. 
Christmas Sunday, four men, four women, 
and a lad united with the church—one with 
silver hair, men in middle age and 
the prime of life. On New Year’s Day, 
two men and two women were received. 
From United Presbyterian, Catholic, Method- 
ist, and those outside of all churches, people 
are glad to unite when the broad principles 
of the Christian Church are preached and 
talked.—C. SUMMERBELL, Pastor. 


Coshocton—Dr. Frank H. Peters, of the 
College Church at Defiance, Ohio, recently 
conducted an evangelistic meeting here. 
His services were much appreciated by the 
church and the community. There were 
seventeen additions to the church as the re- 
sult of the meeting, and we trust there was 
much seed sown for the future. Mr. and 
Mrs. Emmett Wright, evangelistic singers 
of the M. E. Church, had charge of the 
music, which they did well. Though we have 
had some trials, the people of Coshocton 
have been exceedingly kind and thoughtful 
of us, and many times at this Christmas 
season have they made our hearts rejoice 
at their tokens of love. On one evening at 
the conclusion of a Christmas party given 
by the Gleaners society for the entire 
church, an adjoining Sunday-school room 
was opened containing all manner of good 
things to eat. And there came a voice to 
us saying, “Behold, take and eat. This is all 
yours from the members of the church and 
friends, expressing in part their apprecia- 
tion.” There was also a generous purse 


placed in our hands.—Howarp E. Truitt, 
Pastor. 


Notes From Lakemont 


A great feeling of joy comes to us in the 
word from Defiance as to the splendid re- 
sponse made on the part of the student body 
to the message of the gospel. Who does not 


thrill with a fresh hope for the future at 
the fact? 


About two hundred and eighty dollars 
were pledged by the Lakemont Church peo- 
ple recently in the appeal made in Yates 
County for Near East Relief, this to be paid 
in monthly installments. 


On Sunday evening, December 18, the 
choir, under the direction of Miss Dell 
Wright, teacher of music at the Seminary, 
rendered the cantata, “The Holy Infant,” 
at the church. The service was beautiful, 
scriptural, of a high order musically and 
well rendered, a fitting and inspiring in- 
troduction to the Christmas festival. 

‘The Week of Prayer is to be observed 
with services nightly the first week of the 
New Year, consummating in the communion 
service on January 8. 

Christmas Eve witnessed the recognition 
of the Christmas festival for the Sunday- 
school in a gathering at the church when 
a program was given by the children, under 
the direction of Mrs. Dewey, which was 
simple yet impressive, ‘showing forth the 
Christ message of love and kindness. A 
large number of people was present despite 
the inclement weather, and a delightful so- 
cial evening was.spent. Refreshments were 
served under the direction of a competent 
committee, Mrs. MacCalman, Miss Mabel 
Eaton, and Mrs. Harry Brate. In the dis- 
tribution of gifts, the pastor and wife were 
presented with a bag of gold and they were 
instructed to secure an electric sweeper—a 
gift which they highly appreciate. 
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In the C. E. society, the last Sunday eve- 
ning of the month is devoted to missions and 
one of the enthusiastic members for missions 
has challenged the society that he will du- 
plicate the offering at each meeting up to a 
certain amount and takes pleasure in see- 
ing the society, so far, coming up to his 
challenge. This member is Mr. Roscoe 
Wixon, the conference C. E. secretary, who 
is also president of Yates County C. E. 
Union. 


The woman’s missionary society is mak- 
ing plans for vigorous activities under the 
leadership of the president, Mrs. Fred Lew- 
is. The society sent a box to Elon Orphan- 
age recently and is preparing a barrel for 
Franklinton. At the regular meetings, 
— of mission fields and work are pur- 
sued. 

The annual meeting of the church will 
be held on Saturday, January 14, when some 
suggestions will be made for improvements 
on the church building. These have been 
considered by the board of trustees of which 
Dr. Martyn Summerbell is chairman and 
likely will be suggested by them. 


JANUARY 12, 1922 


During the holiday season, the church 
misses the students and members of the fac- 
ulty, since some of the students as well as 
the teachers are active and efficient helpers 
in the work of the church. 

A public meeting was held in the church 
on December 29, in the interests of “good 
roads” in the town, and Dr. Summerbell was 
called on for the first address, in which he 
stated in an eloquent and convincing man- 
ner the requirements of the community as 
to this. 


Dr. Summerbell is not only invaluable in 
his co-operation in the work of the church, 
but he is recognized as an asset in the wel- 
fare of the community. 

The slogan we are pressing on the com- 
munity thought is, “The Community Chris- 
tian.” 

The Ladies’ Aid of the church is one of 
the factors of the community and is en- 
listing the women of the place in the wel- 
fare of the church. On Christmas Day, this 
society sent a greeting to the friends at the 
“Home for Ministers” which was greatly ap- 
preciated. 


Teddy and Eddy Visit Grumble Corners 


A STORY 
By Rev. Frank H. Gardner 


Bear, and what is to hinder Eddie and 

me from going to Grumble Corners? The 
skating is as smooth as glass and we could 
have just the bestest of times to see that 
old place? Why we have not been down 
there since you went with us when we were 
little fellows and we'd like no better fun 
than to see Old Grouchy Fox and Grum- 
bling Johnny Chuck and the rest of the peo- 
ple who live at Grumble Corners.” 


It was the morning of Thanksgiving and 
the Bears and other wood people were to 
have the usual brief recess which they had 
had for years. Daddy Bear whiffed hard 
the weather and replied, “Well, I don’t smell 
any snow in the air for the next three or 
four days, so I guess there is nothing to pre- 
vent your going down to the Corners if you 
have set your hearts on visiting those peo- 
ple. What you find of fun in going to such 
a grouchy place as that is more than I can 
imagine, however.” 

Friday morning the Bear boys were up 
and ready for their long skate ere the sun 
had touched the tops of the tallest pines of 
the forest in which they lived. 


They had taken a lunch with them for 
their dinner, but they expected to eat their 
supper and stay over night down at the 
Corners. 

Fortunately they had a fair wind and 
with the glossy ice beneath them they were 
soon at the mouth of the creek that led up 
to the place of their prospective visit. 

It was not quite eleven by the sun when 
they met Jimmy Fox who was out skating 
for the fun of it and as they had met him 
once or twice on their camping trips he in- 
vited them to come to his home for dinner. 

Jimmy Fox was so pleasant and sociable 
and happy that neither he nor his wife 
seemed to belong to Grumble Corners and 
the Bear boys wondered why it was that he 


Nz school Friday or Saturday, Daddy 


continued to live there when there were so 
many happy villages in the woods. 

While they were eating, Teddy asked 
about some of the people that he met when 
he was there before and if they were still 
living. 

He mentioned how Johnny Chuck used to 
grumble when the grass was too long be- 
cause he wet his feet and when the grass 
was short he couldn’t get enough to eat. 
He asked after “Faultfinding Chipmunk” 
who groaned when the nuts were plenty be- 
cause there were, so many to gather and who 
also found fault when the nuts were scarce 
because he was afraid he would starve be- 
fore the winter was out. Then there was 
Grey Squirrel who complained when the 
acorns were down low because all the little 
squirrels would get them before he had a 
chance and when they grew way up high in 
the tree tops he was annoyed because he 
had so far to go after them. One after an- 
other Teddy asked about the people that he 
remembered and told how they grumbled 
when it was dry and when it was wet. Some 
would grumble when it was sunshiny and 
others when it was cloudy. There was 
Aunty Fox who had rheumatism when the 
snow was on the ground or when it was 
damp, and when it was pleasant she was 
always worrying about a “weather breeder” 
as she called it, afraid it was going to rain 
or snow. 


As Teddy mentioned the different people 
Jimmy Fox would tell where they lived and 
would wink very cautiously at his wife. 

After the dinner hour they started out to 
see some of the people that the boys were 
very anxious to meet. Indeed, that had been 
the one purpose for which they had made 
the trip. 

They came to the hole of Johnny Chuck 
and to the surprise of the Bear boys he 
awoke from his nap, ran up his hole with a 
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whistle and laughed and made merry with 
his visitors for a full half hour. 

Teddy looked at Eddie and Eddie looked 
at Teddy, but neither of them made any spe- 
cial remarks. . 

They stopped at a big oak where the Chip- 
munk lived and he skipped merrily down 
the tree and with a glad welcome met the 
Bear boys. He was very happy although, 
as he said, the nuts were not quite as plen- 
ty as they had been some years. He guessed 
that with a little prudence he would come 
out all right and if not he was not going 
to worry or find fault. 

Grey Squirrel bounded out of his nest 
when they knocked at his door and he chat- 
tered all the way down from his nest to the 
ground. He frisked one way and then an- 
other and seemed almost overstocked with 
joy. When asked about acorns, he said with 
a twinkle in his eye, “Oh, they grew very 
high this year, but it was lots of fun to run 
up the great tall oaks and then, too, it was 
better to have them high than not to have 
them at all.” He asked to be excused as his 
front door had blown open and the boys 
looked at each other again, but passed no 
remarks. 

When they came to the den where lived 
Old Aunty Fox who had the rheumatism, 
they found her somewhat lame, but she was 
singing something about brightening a cor- 
ner. For all that she was so old the song 
scunded very cheery as the boys came to 
the door. Oh, yes, she remembered them 
when they came with their father years ago, 
and while she had not been able to get 
around very much, she was a very happy 
fox. One had so much to be grateful for 
that she rarely ever thought about her pains 
and aches and she did like to sing to herself 
so well that really she didn’t know that her 
rheumatism was such a very great affliction 
after all. 


Again the boys looked into each other’s 
faces and each seemed more puzzled than 
before. Call after call they made until the 
big moon came up and not once did they hear 
a grumble or a groan or faultfinding or 
complaining of anykind. 

Mrs. Jimmie Fox was sitting by the hearth 
singing when her guests returned. She had 
a steaming hot supper ready for them. It 
was a pleasant evening that the company 
had together. The Bear boys told all about 
their different trips around the lake and 
their experiences at school, and Jimmie Fox 
was not slow in telling some of the stories 
which he had learned about the wood people. 
It was past midnight when the Bear boys 
took their barberry candle from Mrs. Fox to 
retire for the night. 

They had an early breakfast and Jimmie 
said he would like no better exercise than 
to accompany them as far as where the 
creek emptied into the big lake. 

It was a clear, frosty morning and the 
skates rang merrily over the glistening ice. 
Just before Jimmie Fox left his visitors, 
Teddy asked him if he would tell him what 
had made the difference with the people at 
the Corners, for not once had he heard a 
grumble all the time he was there. 


* get his clover. 
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THE former rector of St. Thomas’ Church, Taunton, Mass., has written this 
incident under the head, “A Nickel for God:” 


“I have just wrapped up and deposited twelve dollars in nickels,” said the 
treasurer’s assistant to the rector the other day. That remark set the rector 


A Nickel for God 


thinking. A nickel for the Lord! 


Except for the copper penny, the smallest 


sum that could be given, there were two hundred and forty nickels in the 


plates on two Sundays. 


A nickel for God! 


For the child, taken out of his 


allowance of a few cents a week, an adequate and generous gift, but for the 
man or woman? A carfare is ten cents; an ice cream soda costs fifteen, with 
a tax besides; an admission to the movies, fifteen or more—but a nickel for 


God! 


“A man sat in the pew. His new hat was beneath the seat; it had cost 


him seven dollars. 


His gloves were beside him; he had paid four dollars for 


them on Friday. He had stopped on his way to church to have his shoes 
polished and had paid ten cents for the shine. He had taken a friend to the 
theater the night before, had a little supper afterwards, and had not thought 
the bill of eight dollars too much for the fun. He had a shave and paid 
fifteen cents for it with alacrity. He had bought a box of candy for his wife, 
and it had cost, ete. But he had only a nickel for God!”—The Living Church. 


OOS OOOO SOOO SOOO SOC COC CCCS 


Jimmie laughed heartily. ‘Well, it’s this 
way, boys. We were an awful grouchy peo- 
ple ten years ago, I will admit it. Every- 
body in these woods for miles around knows 
that. One day Billy Coon came to our cor- 
ner and the first person that he met was 
Johnny Chuck who was complaining about 
the tall grass and how it wet his feet to 
Well, Billy Coon made a 
trumpet from a squash vine leaf and he set- 
tled right down there by Johnny Chuck’s 
home and played and sang until Johnny 
caught the spirit of Billy and he has been 
singing and whistling ever since, no matter 
whether the grass is dry or wet, tall or 
short. 

“Billy made a fiddle somehow from a corn- 
stalk and visited with Chipmunk until he 
caught the spirit of good cheer, and I de- 
clare I have not heard him find fault for 
many a year. But you boys have a long 
ways to go, so I must make my story short. 
That Billy Coon stayed around Grumble 
Corners and blew on that trumpet and 
played on his fiddle until he had us all sing- 
ing and whistling and we like it so much 
better that not one of us would ever think 
of going back to Grumble Corners again. 
Why, we are the happiest people anywhere 
around today. We always seem to have 
enough and to spare. We never have any 
real sickness because we are so happy and 
that helps keep us well. 


“Life is a hundred times more worth the 
living since Billy Coon came to make us that 
visit some years ago. I do not know where 
he went after he got us all to singing, but 
if ever you know of a people who start an- 
other Grumble Corners you just send Billy 
Coon over to see them.” Jimmie bade the 
Bear boys a hearty good-by and went back 
tc his home whistling, “Brighten the corner 
where you are.” 

It was some few minutes later before the 
boys spoke to each other and when they did, 


Eddie asked Teddy what he was thinking 
about. 

“T’'ll tell you, if you will tell me what you 
were thinking about,” replied Teddy. 

“Well,” said Eddie, “I was thinking that 
if one Billy Coon could by his good cheer 
change a whole village of people, that did 
nothing but grumble and find fault with 
things, into a happy, sweet-tempered, cheery 
people such as we saw yesterday, that it 
belonged to me to do what I could toward 
making the people of Big Pine Forest happy 
and cheerful.” 

“That’s about the same mind as mine,” 
said Teddy, “only I was a-thinking that if 
every one of the wood people had the same 
sort of spirit as that Billy Coon had and 
tried to brighten the corner wherever he 
was, what a splendid old forest this would 
be and what a nice lot of people there would 
be in these woods all around us.” 

Together they commenced to whistle about 
brightening corners, and from that day to 
this those boys have been playing the part 
of Billy Coon in making happier the lives 
of the wood people with whom they meet 
from time to time. 

Pottersville, Mass. 


Buying Time 
“Redeeming the time.”—Eph. 5: 16. 


HE disciple of Christ is to be an expert 

merchant in the commodity of time. He 
is to be always engaged in “buying up op- 
portunity.” Every moment must be bought 
up for the King, and used in the service of 
his Kingdom. 

And therefore the disciple will be busy 
buying in seasons both grave and gay. He 
will not allow the evil one to buy any of the 
brighter seasons for his own infernal pur- 
pose. Seasons of merriment will be pur- 
chased for the Lord; bright moments of wit 
and humor will be gained for him. This will 
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never mean that merriment will lose its 
sparkle; it will really mean that sunlight 
will be added to common daylight, because 
the merriment will shine with the very lus- 
ter and purity of the love of Christ. All 
wit will be perfectly clean and therefore 
translucent, containing nothing which dark- 
ens or defiles. Gaiety will become the most 
intimate friend of sanctity and will be the 
possession of the Lord. 

And the watchful merchant will also buy 
up the darker seasons for his Lord. He will 
not allow his moments of disappointment, 
or sickness, or adversity, to be owned and 
used by the devil. He will rather claim that 
the black seasons may be used for the home 
of Christ, and he will accordingly bring them 
and offer them to his service. A dark house, 
with the Lord in it, becomes a temple of in- 
effable fellowship. 

But in all these purchasings everything 
goes to the early buyer. To be first in the 
market must be our constant aim. Let us 
regard every moment as a precious treasure, 
and before the enemy of our souls can lay 
his hand upon it, let us be up and buy it for 
the Lord.—J. H. Jowett. 


Not So Savage After All 


E Americans like to think of ourselves 
as super-civilized beings. 

When we took this country away frora 
the redskin by sheer force we salved our 
conscience by saying it was for the general 
good of humanity, even if poor Lo did suf- 
fer in the process. 

On the desk beside us lie two codes. One 
is that of a great commonwealth in the Mic- 
dle West. It is a magnificent book. It 
weighs probably ten pounds, and the lawyer 
who. loaned. it to us says it is “merely a 
digest” of the State laws. 

The other code is much briefer. _ Three. 
tiny sheets of note paper contain its prc- 
visions in full. Curiously enough, both codes 
were drafted for the same State, the sim- 
pler rules of ethics being formed for the 
Iroquois Indian tribe of less than two cen- 
turies ago. 

In the elder day it was a sin to neglect 
the old in any manner, or refuse to share 
with them the fruits of the chase or the prod- 
ucts of the fields. It was especially sinful 
to neglect or disregard aged or infirm par- 
ents. 

Paragraph No. 2 says it was forbidden to 
speak in derision or slightingly of anyone 
who might be lame, blind, idiotic, insane, 
crippled in any manner, or unfortunate to 
any degree, or to refuse him shelter or aid. 

Another offense was to refuse to share 
food or shelter with anyone who might ap- 
ply for either, or to fail to care for the sick 
and for orphan children or widows. 

It was a sin to break any treaty or agree- 
ment made at the council fire when the 
peace-pipe had been smoked, or after the 
parties making the treaty had partaken of 
food together. 

To violate the chastity of any woman was 
another grave offense. 

It was not permitted to kill animals for 
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any other purpose than for food and for 
covering, or for the protection of growing 
crops and human life. 

A man who told a falsehood, even though 
of the most innocent character, found him- 
self in disgrace, while to show cowardice in 
meeting any kind of danger, or to shrink 
from exposure, pain, suffering, sickness, or 
death brought him into immediate disrepute 
with his fellow-beings. 

To take human life, unless the person 
killed was a member of the tribe with whom 
the Iroquois were at war, was a crime. 

This aboriginal version of the Ten Com- 
mandments would hardly suffice in our pres- 
ent complex mode of life. But after all, isn’t 
it a pretty fair standard of ethics for “sav- 
ages?”—The Toledo Blade. 


Mottoes That Have Moved Men 


CHURCH must send or end.” 
“God’s plan depends upon man.” 

“The mission of the church is missions.” 

“The church must go to the lost or go to 
oblivion.” 

“The no-missionary church is dead or 
dying.” 

Our only concern is to win the victory, re- 
gardless of cost.—S. M. Ziwemer. 

Anywhere, provided it be forward.— 
Dawid Livingstone. 

Prayer and pains through Jesus Christ 
will do anything.—John Eliot. 

The prospects are as bright as the prom- 
ises of God.—Judson. 

“Christ is either Lord of all, or He is not 
Lord at all.” 

“Love never asks how much must I do, but 
how much can I do?” 

“A man may give without loving, but he 
cannot love without giving.” 

“The goal of history is the-redemption of 
the world.” 

“The more religion we export, the more 
we possess. Love grows by exercise.” 

“We can do it if we will. We can do it, 
and we will.” 

“Only as the church fulfills her mission- 
ary obligation does she justify her exist- 
ence.” 

I declare, now that I am dying, I would 
not have spent my life otherwise for the 
whole world.—David Brainerd. 

The spirit of Christ is the spirit of mis- 
sions, and the nearer we get to him, the more 
intensely missionary we must become.— 
Henry Martyn. 

“The greatest foes of missions are preju- 
dice and indifference, and ignorance is the 
mother of them both.” 

—The Christian Evangelist. 


The Bible not “Fool Proof” 


‘THE Bible is not “fool proof.” The way 

' to eternal life is plain enough, and even 
the most ignorant and dull mind need not 
err from the path to God and to heaven. 
But the Bible contains a lot of matter that 
has led fanatics into strange positions. 
Slavery has been stoutly defended from 
Scripture. Guzzling intoxicating liquors has 
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been said to be Biblical by our wet enemies. 
That all people not observing Saturday as 
the Sabbath are going straight to hell is 
the belief of an active sect today. Polygamy 
is countenanced by the Latter-Day Saints, 
who quote Scripture as well as their Book 
of Mormon. Infants have been consigned to 
the pit without mercy on their dying with- 
out baptism, or even with baptism, provided 
they were not of the elect. 

The country is full of people today who 
enjoy tinkering with Scripture. They are 
able to quote proof texts for every vagary. 
Christian Science, New Thought, Theoso- 
phism, Premillennialism, and Holy Roller- 
ism are samples of this “fooling” with the 
sacred content of the Bible. Religion can 
be easily shunted off into blind alleys by 
people obsessed with a peculiar idea which 
they support with Scriptural passages. “A 
little learning is a dangerous thing,” and a 
little tinkering with one’s religious faith 
may wreck the same. 

When one reads the Bible, he needs the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit in his own 
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heart to guide him into all truth. The very 
contradictions of so many doctrines and 
particles supposedly derived from the Bible 
ought to put Christians on their guard. No 
man can afford to lose his sound judgment 
and good reason. While many things must 
be taken on faith, nothing should be taken 
on faith that is repugannt to known moral 
standards nor to known truth of any kind. 
—Western Christian Advocate. 


A Treasury of Knowledge 


AN ex-governor of New York and editor 

of the Albany Times-Union, Martin H. 
Glynn, says: “The Bible is the treasury 
of the world’s knowledge, the preserver 
of spiritual balm that heals the troubles 
of the soul. It is a university of 
knowledge and aeons upon aeons of expe- 
rience.” 

“The treasury of the world’s knowledge!” 

t will not be amiss to add that many a man 
und woman, be they graduates of the fore- 
most colleges and universities, entirely lack 
this truest “treasury” of “knowledge.” 

We have built a science upon science, a 
philosophy after philosophy, yet, none an- 
swer the purpose of life so thoroughly and 
completely as does the Bible. 

The Bible is God’s only guidebook to the 
highest usefulness, happiness, and content- 
ment. The biographies of successful men as 
well as failures, the wise and unwise busi- 
ness principles and methods, the highest per- 
sonal standards—are within its pages. It 
is a complete, library of a complete life— all 
in one volume!—Selected, 


President Praying in Public 


ID ever a President of the United States 
lead in public prayer before the day 

when Mr. Harding, beside, the bier of the 
unknown soldier at Arlington, ended his 
funeral oration by reciting with deepest rev- 
erence “the Prayer our Lord taught us?” 
The Continent remembers no other such in- 
stance. And certainly in years to come this 
President’s prayer on so solemn an occa- 
sion will not be outside the memory of 
Americans. .It gave a touch of sublime at- 
testation to his pledge, spoken just before, 
that this nation of ours shall evermore be 
consecrated to such a brotherhood of man-- 
such a universal reign of good will—as is 
inseparably connected in thought and ideal 


with the petition that the President repeated 
so reverently—“Thy Kingdom come.”—The 
Continent. 


Freed by Fire 


WHEN a psalmist says, It is good for me 

that I have been afflicted; when a New 
Testament writer speaks of the fruit of 
righteousness which is theirs who by their 
chastening have been exercised, they are but 
finding speech for great commonplaces of 
human experience. How many of us there 
are who can recall some hour when we were 
flung into a very Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace! 
The marks of that dread agony are with us 
yet. And yet, it may be, as we look back, 
it is with that hour in mind that we can 
sing, “My chains fell off, my heart was 
free.” There is no need to labor the point. 
For life as we know it, this is the condition 
to which all must conform; we are freed by 
the fire, we are refined in the furnace, we 
are made perfect by suffering. It was the 
way the Master went, and the servant treads 
it still —British Weekly. 
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Faith says there are good things pre- 
pared; hope says they are prepared for me; 
love says I will endeavor to walk worthy 
of them, not only for the glory of God, but 
for the good of others. Faith and hope are 
both of the taking kind, but love gives. 
Therefore, love is more noble, for it is better 
to give than to receive. Then, too, love is 
the greatest, for it includes the others. One 
may have faith and hope without love, but 
one cannot have love without faith and hope. 
—Alexander Lewis. 
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Love is not a pretty sentiment, a weak 
emotion, love is the most compelling force 
in the universe; love is tender, but also love 
is stern; love seeks, but also love shuns; love 
is passionate, persuasive, but also love is 
pure.—Alexander MacColl. 


Deaths 


Mrs. Isabel Potter Pitsenbarger, wife of Jacob Pit- 
senbarger, was born July 1, 1848, in Jones County, 
Iowa, near Canton, and quietly passed away from her 
home in Linden, November 19, 1921, at the age of 
seventy-three years. She, with her husband, was a 
charter member of the Shiloh Christiag Church. When 
about fourteen years of age she gave her heart to 
God and her whole life was a consecrated service for 
her Master and Lord. Her father subscribed for and 
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received the first issue of The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty, and was a constant subscriber yntil his death, 
when this daughter honored her father’s faith and 

a subscriber for the church paper until she 
was called to her reward. Funeral services, held at 
the Christian Church in Linden, November 22, 1921, 
were conducted by Rev. R. A. Lewis, assisted by Rev. 
A. ©. Burnham. 








Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 





Askan Stueler, Lamar, Indiana. 

C. A. McDaniel, Finesville, N. J. 

M. E. Willard, 6 W. Townsend, Danville, Ill. 

Cc. * C. Showalter, 2301 Indiana Ave., Kansas City, 
0. 

A. B. Cochnower, R. R. 8, New Carlisle, Ind. 

M. L. Everett, 1623 Maple St., Des Moines, Iowa. 

_ F. Hoagland, Raymond, Ohio. 


H. McDaniel, 927 Bryn Mawr Drive, Dayton, Ohio. 


CHURCH WANTED 


2m - . liberty to — a call from any church 
in n of a pastor. credentials in th i 
River Christian Conference. ee ee 


Mites B. Fisk. 
Kittery Point, Maine. Se 


PASTOR WANTED 


‘The Christian Church at Morganville, New York, 
will be without a pastor after April 1, 1922. We 
would like to correspond with some minister who de 
sires a pastorate. 


FRANK W. MArcH. 
South Byron, New York. 
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BOOKS FOR MINISTERS 


Sermons by Modern Preachers 


Every preacher should keep in touch with the thought of other great and splendid men laboring in the ranks of 
the ministry. No reasonable man expects to do everything himself. 


As Newell Dwight Hillis says: “Once or twice a year I look to read a volume of sermons, to see what other men are thinking about, how they 
interpret the signs of the times, and whether the leaders are drifting or steering toward a port.” 


Newell Dwight Hillis, D. D. 


“Beyond almost all known preachers, Dr. Hillis provides the ma- 
terials that are most effective. Not only idea and illustration, but also 
inspiration.”—Ezpository Times. 

The Battle of Principles . 
All the Year Round. Sermons for Church and Civic 
Celebrations ... . 
The Contagion of Character. Studies in Culture and 
1 


The Fortune of the Republic 
Great Book as Life-Teachers 
The Investment of Influence 
A Man’s Value to Society 


J. H. Jowett, D. D. 


“A full knowledge of the deeper and more hidden meanings of our 
qnest for peace.”—Congregati ist. 

The Whole Armor of God 

Things That Matter Most 

The Transfigured Church 

The High Calling 

The Silver Lining 


Hugh Black, D. D. 


“Marked by great simplicity of style, an absolute absence of affec- 
ticn and a fine spiritual tone.”—Continent. 


“According to My Gospel” 
The Gift of Influence 
Christ’s Service of Love 
Listening to God 


On Great World Affairs 


“Lest We Forget” . 
The New World .... 
The Open Door 


Joseph Fort Newton, D. D. 


“Here is their real power. They do not speak the language of 
the church, but the language of humanity. Real sermons of a warm, 
spiritual, enthusiastic manhood.”—American Journal of Theology. 


The Religious Basis of a Better World Order 
An Ambassador 1.25 
The Eternal Christ Net 1.25 


Books of Illustration 


Illustrations—rightly chosen—are not mere ornaments to your sermon, or essay, like the pinnacles on Milan Cathedral. 
On the contrary, they are as windows to your structure, making it bright and clear and impressive. 


A Treasury of Illustrations 


BY HENRY WARD BEECHER 


“It is a wonderful book; nowhere in the language can such a body 
of flashing wit, pungent illustration, homely phrase, and absolute ac- 
curacy of figure be found. The more one reads, the more does the 
wonder grow that one brain could have evolved all this . . . The 
arrangement is excellent.—Brooklyn Daily Eagle. $3.50. 


A Cyclopedia of Twentieth Century Illustrations 


BY AMOS R. WELLS 


Dr. Russell H. Conwell: “Dr, Amos R. Wells has given the truth 
wings. His Cyclopedia of Twentieth Century Illustrations is a book 
which should be in every library and within the reach of every author 
and public speaker. It is a privilege and a duty to commend it.” $3.00. 


For Evangelistic Work 


What the world needs today more than anything else is straight, evangelistic preaching such as Charles Finney, D. 


L. Moody, and others used unceasingly to bring the gospel to 


the hearts and minds of men. Here is a selection of the 


best books today. Methods, Tools, and Full Equipment are here for Pastor, Evangelist, Inquirer. 


Evangelism 
BY OLIVER WARDEN POWERS, D. D. 


The confidence of this book is that of the successful farmer, mer- 
chant, teacher, who knows what he wants and how to get it. The co- 
operation of God is taken for granted by Dr. Powers as much as by 
any farmer in the country. He points out that sure results follow 
certain lines of action. 75 cents. 


Pastoral and Personal Evangelism 
BY CHARLES L. GOODELL, D. D. 


“The main purpose is to help every pastor to be his own evangelist. 
It abounds with suggestion and illustration. We do not know a better 
or wiser work on the subject.’’—Congregationalist. $1.50. 
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